04/ 11/ 2000
PM keepi ng tabs on MPs

Car ol yn Hong
KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The performance of Menbers of Parlianent is being
nmoni t ored personal ly by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who
wat ches t he Dewan Rakyat proceedings fromhis office in Putrajaya

He said he coul d see exactly what went on in the House as it was "w red"
to his office | ocated 40km away.

"I can |l ook into the chanbers, and see who's tal ki ng and who's not.

"I know when the roomis enpty,"” he told reporters today after |aunching
Ri da- Mara' s gol den anni versary cel ebrati ons.

He sai d he was very di sappoi nted with the Bari san Nasi onal MPs'
attendance in the House.

"I have warned them | amnow taking note (of their performance," he
sai d.

When contacted, Parliament public relations of ficer Ahmad Asri Zakari a
sai d t he proceedi ngs were bei ng broadcast via close-circuit television

At present, it istransmitted tothe Prine Mnister's office in
Putraj aya and the offices of the Dewan Rakyat Speaker and Dewan Negara
Pr esi dent .

In future, it will also be broadcast to the | ounge and nedi a centre.

Ahmad Asri sai d Dewan Negara proceedi ngs had been transnitted since | ast
year whil e the broadcast for the Dewan Rakyat began early this year, in
the last Parlianmentary session

The poor attendance of BN MPs has al so caught the attention of Deputy
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , who i s the BN whip.

He had i ssued a circular, dated Cct 30, warning themto stop playi ng
truant and to be responsible about their duties.

He noted that sonme of themwere not even in the House to ask questions
whi ch they had earlier submitted in witing.

The Cabinet, at its weekly meeting on Cct 25, had di scussed the natter.

(END)
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