16/ 10/ 2000

PM | eads thousands in tree planting

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t oday
| ed t housands of Malaysians in a "NewM Il enniumTree Planting" event
towar ds maki ng Mal aysi a a garden nati on.

The organi sers have targeted for a total of 100,000 trees to be planted
si mul t aneously wit hin one m nute t hroughout the country, a feat which
woul d make the Mal aysi a Book of Records.

Dr Mahathir participated in the event at Taman Bukit Jalil by planting a
"kapur" (dryobal anops aronatica) tree at 9.35am

Atotal of 330 trees were planted at the park which was earlier
officially opened by the Prime Mnister in conjunctionwith the event that
was tel ecast |live by Radio Tel evi syen Ml aysi a.

Al so present were Housing and Local Governnent M nister Datuk Seri Ong
Ka Ti ng, Cabinet Mnisters, Deputy M nisters, Datuk Bandar Kual a Lunpur
Tan Sri Kamaruzzaman Shariff and Landscape Departnent director-general
Dat uk Isnail Ngah.

Dr Mahathir launched a tree-planting canpaign in 1997, with a target of
having three nmllion trees planted by this year and 20 nillion by 2020.

Until last June, 2,387,725 trees or 80 per cent of the target had been
pl ant ed.

I n Bandar Sri Damansara, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, who is the
chai rman of the Associ ation of Wves of M nisters and Deputy M ni sters
(Bakti), led a simlar canmpai gn at the Konpl eks Penyayang Bakti .

She was j oi ned by the wi ves of M nisters and Deputy M ni sters, together
wi t h hundreds of volunteers and invited guests. They planted 105 trees in
t he compound of the conpl ex.

Dr Siti Hasmah, in her speech, saidin efforts to "green" the
envi ronnent, the invol vement of the nenbers of the public was inportant.

"Activities can be organi sed to enhance awareness on the inportance of
preserving t he envi ronnent anng school chil dren, yout hs and adults,"” she
sai d.

I n Terengganu, departnment heads, school chil dren and t he public pl anted
3,300 trees in the State.

I n Kota Ki nabal u, Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Osu Sukam|ed 100
| ocal dignitaries in planting trees at the Pasir Putih comunity hall
conpound i n Putatan, near here.

Tree planting was also carried out inall the districts in the State
with a total of 9,000 trees of various species planted.

I n Sarawak, M nister of Environment and Public Heal th Datuk Amar Janes
Wng KimMn | aunched the State-1evel canpaign at the Kuching South City
Counci I .

Sorre 9, 000 trees were planted within one minute by sone 30, 000 peopl e.

In Kota Baru, 1,000 trees were planted at seven | ocations in the Kerubu
Agricul tural Devel opment Authority areas by its officers.

The trees planted are fromthe tanjung, nerawan si put jantan, red fl ane,
sal am and tecona pal | i da speci es.

In Mal acca, Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustamled his State
Exco, Assenbl ymen and representatives fromprivate conpani es and t he
public in planting 1,800 casuarina equi setiplisiaat Pantai Puteri which
was formerly known as Pantai Kundur.

I n Kuantan, the public responded favourably to the canpaign with around
900 peopl e turning up at various designated spots to plant forest tree



sapl i ngs.

Under the project, Pahang has been asked to plant 6,000 trees. O these,
3,500 are merawan si put jantan and the rest fromspecies |ike medang teja
and kel at paya.

At the Kuantan Muni ci pal Council ground in Jal an Kemunti ng, Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob | ed about 200 peopl e i n pl anti ng nerawan
si put jantan saplings.

In Penang, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and about 300 people
si mul t aneousl y pl anted 131 t econa pent haphyl | a sapli ngs at an open ground
in Bandar Baru Air Itam

A total of 8,208 saplings were planted at 92 | ocati ons.

I n Rawang, Sel angor, sone 600 peopl e gathered to plant 496 trees in the
townshi p of Taman Desa.

The proj ect centred around Sekol ah Kebangsaan Taman Desa, where sonme 104
trees were planted by students, teachers and parents.
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