09/ 02/ 2000
PMon Horta's |ist of devel opi ng world' s outstandi ng | eaders

Hami sah Hami d

NOBEL peace prize wi nner Jose Ranps-Horta views Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad as one of the outstandi ng | eaders of the devel opi ng
worl d, along with former South African President Nel son Mandel a and Cuban
| eader Fidel Castro

The East Tinorese | eader expressed his admration for the three
statesnmen at a nmeeting with Foreign M nister Datuk Syed Ham d Al bar in
Kual a Lumpur yest erday.

"According to Ranps-Horta the | eaders whomhe admires and regards as the
nost conpetent | eaders in the Third Wrld are Mandel a, Castro and Dr
Mahat hir," Syed Hanmid said after Ranps-Horta and National Council for
Ti norese Resi stance presi dent Xanana Gusnao paid hima courtesy call at
W sma Putr a.

Both | eaders are in Ml aysia as part of an 18-day Asian tour to win
support and aid for the reconstruction of East Tinor.

They arrived in Kual a Lunpur yesterday night fromManila for a three-day
visit on the last leg of their tour

Yest erday norning, they paid a courtesy call on Syed Ham d before
proceeding to the Defence Mnistry to see Datuk Seri Mdhd Naji b Tun Razak
and |l ater Putrajaya, to visit Dr Mahathir in the afternoon

Briefing the reporters after the neeting, Syed Hami d said Gusnmao and
Ranps- Hort a had sought Mal aysi a's assi stance in technical, training,
managenent and di pl omati ¢ areas.

He said the | eaders are i npressed with Mal aysi a' s achi evenents and hope
to devel op East Tinor with Mal aysia's assi stance.

Ranos- Horta, who recei ved the Nobel peace prize in 1996, escaped from
t he former Portuguese col ony three days before the arrival of |Indonesia
troops in 1975 and became East Tinor's i ndependence acti vi st.

Movi ng fromone nation to another, he | obbied for gl obal assistance for
East Tinor inits fight for i ndependence fromlndonesi a.

Gusmao, who was t he | eader of the East Tinorese arned resi stance group,
was jailed by I ndonesi an authorities for seven years and freed in

Sept enber .
He is expected to be East Tinor's first head of state when the territory
achi eves full independence in about two or three years' tine.

For the tinme being, the UN Transitional Admi nistration is running East
Ti nor .
( END)
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