16/ 02/ 2000
PMon why arrests were nade after polls

Shar eem Anty

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Governnent did not arrest two Opposition
politicians before the general election as it did not want to be accused
of preventing the Opposition fromtaking part in the polls.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said every consideration was given to
their rights even though action shoul d have been taken earlier.

"But the fact is they broke the law. | don't see why Opposition nenbers
who break the | aw shoul d not face the consequences,” the Prinme M nister
tol d Japanese newspaper Mainichi Daily News in a recent interview

He was comrenting on |ast nonth's arrest of DAP national deputy chairnan
Karpal Singh and Parti Keadil an Nasional vice-president Marina Yusoff.

Pas' official organ Harakah's editor Zulkifly Sulong and its printer
Cheah Li m Thye were al so arrested.

Asked if he was responsible for the arrests, he said: "I amnot going to
say that because | was away | am not responsi bl e.
"What ever is done by this Governnent, | amresponsible. In the past, we

have arrested our owmn M nisters and even charged and sentenced one to
death. "

Dr Mahat hir was overseas on a two-week vacation cumworking trip when
Karpal, Marina, Zulkifly and Cheah were arrested on Jan 12. The Prine
M nister returned to Malaysia on Feb 1

"If the Governnent party has done anything wong, the court has the
power to decide. Umo was once declared illegal by the court.

"So you can see this Government does not spare itself or nmenbers of the
Governnent fromthe due process of the law "

Dr Mahathir explained that if the | aw were not applied to all, including
Qpposi tion nmenbers, then there woul d be no hesitation to break the | aw

"The action was taken on specific charges under the [ aws. They are not
det ai ned wi thout trial.

"They are charged in court, under the proper section of the law It is
up to themto defend thensel ves."

Karpal and Mari na have been charged under Section 4(1)(b) of the
Sedition Act 1948, which carries a maxi num sentence of three years' jail,
or a fine of RVb, 000, or both for the first offence.

Zul ki fly and Cheah were charged under Section 4(1)(c) of the Act, which
carries the sane maxi mum sent ence.

Keadi | an Yout h chi ef Mohanmad Ezam Mbhd Nor was subsequently al so
arrested and charged under section 8(1)(i) of the Oficial Secrets Act,
whi ch carries a maxi num sentence of seven years' jail, RMLO, 000 or both.

Dr Mahathir said the recent arrests had not been an attenpt to clanp
down on the QOpposition.

Asked for the reasons behind the arrests, the Prime M nister explained
the vari ous charges facing each of the four

Asked about the Internal Security Act, Dr Mahathir said the | aw was
i ntroduced by the British during col onial rule.

"When we becane i ndependent, we still had problens with communi st
terrorists.... The law is about internal security. So, if anybody
threatens to disrupt the peace of this country, they can be detai ned
without trial."

However, Dr Mahathir noted that the | SA had not been used since 1987,
except agai nst drug smuggl ers and counterfeiters.

"No politician has been detained, although | have to admt that (fornmer



Deputy Prine Mnister) Datuk Seri Anwar (lbrahin) was detained for a short
while until he was charged in court,"” he said.

The Prime M nister was al so asked about the suprene council's advice
that the top two Umo posts should go uncontested in the upconing party
el ections in My.

Dr Mahathir said the suprene council had advised the nove to prevent a
potential split among the party's ranks |ike what occurred in 1987.

"The candi date who | ost took the party to court. The court deci ded that
the party was illegal. After a new party was forned ... the party deci ded
that the post of president and deputy president shoul d not be contested.
Everyone agreed because they did not want to have the party split up
again."

"Now there is the sane possibility. So to save the party from anot her
| eadership crisis, the supreme council decided that there should be no
contest for the posts of president and deputy president."

( END)
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