08/ 10/ 2000
PM questions the need for change i n Gover nment

Ahmad A Talib in Canbridge, Engl and

MALAYSI ANS, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad said, had two choi ces - change
t he Governnment for the sake of denocracy or retain it and allowthe
present set of policies to continue to help drive the country to becone a
devel oped nation by 2020

Said the Prine Mnister: "lIs it denbcratic to have the sanme party
returned tine and agai n? Sone say it is not denocratic. They say a
denmocratic country nust see frequent changes of governnent. WII the
future see such a change? It is possible, of course.

"Many are al ready sayi ng that we need a change, we need a new Gover nrent
merely for the sake of change. That the present Governnent perforns well
is no reason for not changing."

Dr Mahathir was asked to gaze into his crystal ball and share his
t houghts with partici pants in a conference organi sed by the Canbri dge
Uni versity Mal aysi a Soci ety yesterday. He was given atopicto articulate
- Malaysia in the newMIlennium (Full text of speech tonorrow.)

Drawi ng several possible scenarios, he said: "Assuming that a new party
is elected to formthe Governnent, it nust change nost of the plans and
policies of the previous Governnent. Perhaps the changes woul d be good for
t he country. But changes nust create uncertainties and uncertainties nust
di srupt.

"The present Government is business-friendly. It encourages the private
sector, including foreigners, toinvest and act as the engi ne of growth.
But a new Government m ght not think that being business-friendly and
giving the private sector a mgjor role in the econony i s a good t hing.

"Prom ses and agreenents made by the present Governnment will accordingly
be dunped. This will hurt investors, both local and foreign. They will
t ake t heir busi ness el sewhere .... Changi ng Gover nnment nmay be consi dered
denocratic but it is very disruptive. It affects a country's devel opnent
adversely. Again, we have to consi der whet her we want denocracy for its
sake or we want denocracy for the good that it can deliver."

G vi ng hi s audi ence nmuch food for thought, the Prine M nister spoke of
the country's foundation | ai d by previous | eaders, such as the "neat
arrangenent™ invol ving race-based political parties working within a
coalition on a power-sharing formula.

Thi s arrangenment has provided political stability needed for the
country's growth, but whether it continues to function or not woul d depend
on the coalition Government pronoting the interests of all the races nore
evenly.

“I't will not do for the coalition governnment to neglect any of the races
because this will result in a breakdown in the coalition party. Failure of
the races and parties to support each other will result in the coalition
losing the election.”

Dr Mahathir's closing remarks refl ected his preferred scenari o:

"Mal aysians wi || nmake every effort to bring about the best scenario, that
of a stable, rapidly growi ng country which will becone devel oped by 2020
.. And so it is quite likely that Malaysia in the newnillenniumw || be
a devel oped nation of 30 mllion plus hardworking, peace-loving people,
respected and trusted by the rest of the world."

( END)
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