04/ 01/ 2000

PMregrets tarawi h prayers msused for political gains

LANGKAW, Mon. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad has
expressed regret that tarawi h prayers are being nade use of by certain
peopl e for political gains.

The Prime M nister said this unhealthy trend was preval ent in various
parts of the country.

Tarawi h prayers are held after the Isyak prayers during the fasting
nont h.

Dr Mahathir, who did not identify the people concerned, said he was
saddened by this as the fasting nonth was a period to forgive and forget
anongst Musl i ns.

He said Muslins went to nosques for the prayers but their peace of mnd
was bei ng di sturbed by peopl e who gave sernbns whi ch were scandal ous and
belittled ot hers.

Speaki ng before breaking fast with Miuslinms at the Al -Hanna npbsque in
Kuah tonight, Dr Mahathir said the fasting nonth was a tine for Muslinms to
get together and forget whatever differences.

He said there was no reason for supporters of political parties to
continue with their grievances as the el ection was over.

"Some | ost and sonme gai ned and even formed State Governnents. So why
must we continue to sow discord and di sunity?" he asked.

"Once the election is over, the people should unite and forget their
political differences for the sake of the country."

He said there was no reason why peace |oving Ml aysians could not do the
sane.

Earlier on arrival at the Langkawi International Airport he was net by
Menteri Besar Datuk Syed Razak Syed Zain and State Exco nenbers. He |l ater
vi sited various tourismprojects.
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