12/ 09/ 2000
PM sl ans Pas over new book

Shanmsul Akmar; Abdul Razak Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad t oday
reveal ed that a book in circulation claining that Prophet Mihammad was t he
first president of an Islamc party.

The Prime Mnister said the book was anot her exanpl e of how Pas insulted
Islamfor its own political ends.

He sai d the book clearly showed that Pas was equating Islamto an
Islamc party.

Dr Mahathir said Umo was agai nst such argunents which insulted |slam

"God did not reveal His divine guidance to Prophet Muhammad, conmandi ng
himto set up an Islanic party.

"I have not heard this, not in the Quran, not in the Hadith," he told a
Press conference after chairing the Umo suprene council neeting at party
headquarters here.

Entitled "Islam Optim s Mel angkah Ke Al af Baru: Mengapa Pilih Parti
Islan?" (Islamis Optimstic about Stepping into the new Century: Wy
Choose an Islamc Party?), the book is witten by | bnu Daul ah.

Dr Mahathir said the back cover of the book contained a "Message to
Mal aysi ans", written by Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor.

"Here (in the book), the Prophet Muhammad is declared to be the | eader
of the first Islamc party, so he is not the prophet who brought Islamto
us but the | eader of the first Islamc party.

"So the Prophet Miuhanmad set up the first Islamic party, not bringing
the religion ... this is according to this book," said Dr Mahathir.

Gesturing to the book's cover, which included photographs of several Pas
| eaders, Dr Mahathir said: "This nmeans that all these people (on the
cover) are the | eaders of the 135th or so Islanmic party. So it |ooks they
are the sane as the Prophet Muhammad. "

Dr Mahathir said the book also stated that other parties were "the
devil's parties" or secular parties.

"The book does not explain who are these “devil's parties'; is it Parti
Keadi | an Nasional, or DAP, or the Socialist, or Umo?"

Dr Mahathir felt that if DAP fell into this category of being a devil's
party, it would suit Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat's
statenment, "that he is willing to work with the devil"

He was saddened by the mani pul ati on of |slam by Pas.

"First, they said that God dabbled in vulgarity in order to justify
Shahnon Ahmad' s book, Shit.

"Now, to justify Pas, it is said that Prophet Muhanmad was the first
president of an Islamc party."

Asked about his Merdeka Day address in which he supposedly |ikened the
Chi nese group Suqgiu to the conmunists, the Prinme Mnister said he would
meet with the group.

"They have requested to neet ne and | will neet with them"
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