10 FEB 2000
Ef f endi - Agri cul ture
PM TO CHAI R CONSULTATI VE COUNCI L ON AGRI CULTURAL ADVANCEMENT

PETALI NG JAYA, Feb 10 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad will chair the Private Sector-Public Sector Consultative Council on
Agriculture to be forned soon to boost the advancenent in the country's
agricultural sector.

Agriculture Mnister Datuk Mohd Effendi Norwawi said the fact that the prine
m nister hinself would chair the council was a clear indication of how nuch
i nportance was being placed on the agriculture sector

"It is our prine mnister's vision to nake the agriculture sector the nost
prom nent sector in the newmllennium" he told a news conference after
[ aunching a forumon cl eaning up the Sungai Kl ang, here today.

He said Dr Mahathir has agreed that at the end of April, he would chair a
session with the captains of industries of this country to di scuss various
i nvest ment opportunities in agriculture.

He said a | ot of people thought that nodern agriculture based on
bi ot echnol ogy econony woul d be the next wave of economic activity after the
agricultural revolution which was followed by the industrial revolution and the
current Information Technol ogy revol ution

Ef fendi said the country had been successful with industrialisation and
i nformati on technol ogy and the next thing to achieve was to be as successful in
agricul ture.

"...and the only way that we can nove forward is with the invol venent of
both the private and public sector,"” he said, adding that in April the mnistry
woul d denonstrate to themthat investnent in agriculture was indeed very
attractive, very viable and offered very high returns.

He said the governnent would al so tal k about incentives, how to provide
better packages and how to mitigate their risks so that the private sector
i nvestors would invest in agriculture.

"We buy RML2 billion of food products every year and some sectors like the
fisheries sector has the potential to grow fromRW billion per year to RML1
billion per year which is huge for private sector involvenent," he said.

He believed Ml aysia al ready had the know edge in the required sciences,
quoting as exanple the Ml aysi an Agricul tural Research and Devel oprent
Institution (MARDI) as probably the nost prominent in the world in R& in
tropical fruit sciences.

"So the know edge in sciences is (already) with us. It's now applying that
know edge to conmercial level... and this requires private sector capital to
cone in," he said.

Ef fendi said both [ocal and foreign private sectors, especially the
agro-based mul tinational corporations, would be invited to participate in
various agricultural activities.

"I't would be nodern farmng to increase productivity so that there' Il be
abundant supply (of food products),” he said.

He pointed out that Ml aysia's expertise in plantation managenent especially
in oil palmand rubber was al ready nunmber one in the world and with Universiti
Putra Mal aysia already drafting specific courses for plantation and farm
managers the country woul d have enough manpower for the field.
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