31/ 08/ 2000

PM urges youth to be ready to devel op country

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - Mal aysi an youth nmust nake preparations to shoul der the
burden of devel oping the country, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d t oday

He said the younger generation nmust also realise that it is their
primary responsibility to protect the country fromthe negative effects of
gl obal i sati on.

"This is our nation, so it is our responsibility to protect and defend
it," Dr Mahathir told a crowd of 3,500 Umo Youth nenbers gathered at a
thanksgiving rally in conjunction with the Merdeka Day anni versary
cel ebration tonorrow.

The event was held at Dataran Putra, |ocated next to the Prinme
Mnister's Ofice, here.

The Prime Mnister said the gathering, held at a newy built venue, was
testament to Mal aysia's success in devel oping the country.

He said the Putrajaya Governnment conplex was not built for the current
generation of | eaders.

"Putrajaya was built for you, the youth," the Prinme Mnster said

He said efforts to devel op the country must be continuously enhanced.

"Even though we are a small country, we see many even snall er ones
capabl e of becom ng devel oped countries."

Dr Mahathir said there was no reason why Ml aysia could not take its
pl ace anong the ranks of devel oped nati ons upon achieving the objectives
of Vision 2020.

However, he said this could not be achieved by nere sl oganeeri ng.

"This al so means that the next generation cannot be conpl acent, careless
or dependent on others to devel op our country,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir added that the country could not be devel oped if the younger
generation resorted to violence, as it woul d damage the nation's
reputation.

He instead urged youth to display a high degree of discipline and to act
in a planned manner.

The Prime M nister thus urged the younger generation to pl edge
al | egi ance to race, religion and country, and not allow thensel ves to be
subj ugat ed by anyone.

(END)
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