14/ 11/ 2000
PMwants reason why KL | ost bid for Asiad 2006

Farush Khan in Doha
DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has expressed sadness over Mal aysia's
failure to win the bid to host the 2006 Asian Ganes in Kual a Lunmpur.

Speaki ng to Ml aysi an reporters on Sunday night, the Prine Mnister
asked the authorities concerned to find out the reasons.

Dr Mahat hir's sadness was under st andabl e as Kual a Lunpur, besi des Hong
Kong, had been one of the favourites.

Doha, which has a popul ati on of over 740,000, had beaten Hong Kong, New
Del hi, apart fromKual a Lunpur, to win the bid as the host, thus bringing
the worl d's second | argest sports event to the Mddl e East for the first
time in more than 30 years.

To prepare for the nulti-sports event, which is held once in four years
and i nvol ves nore than 10,000 athl etes, Qatar will spend US$1 billion
(RMB. 8 billion).

Doha has al so pronised a US$700 mllion luxury athlete's village nade up
of villas and a host of other perks for Asia's national O ynpic
conmttees. The rest will be for newsports facilities.

Qatar's capital city was chosen in a vote at the A ynpic Council of Asia
(OCA) assenbly in the South Korean city of Pusan, which will stage the
2002 Asi an Ganes.

The OCA | eaders said there had been a desire to bring the Ganes to the
@l f and M ddl e East region.
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