22/ 11/ 2000
PM Keadilan ains to split the Ml ays

Sai ful Azhar Abdul I ah

LANGKAW , Tues. - Barisan Nasional chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
said Parti Keadilan Nasional's intention of contestingin the Lunas State
by-elction was nerely to widen the split anong Ml ays.

Knowi ng fully well that the party had no chance of wi nning the seat, he
sai d, "Keadilan has the intention of dividing the Ml ays."

Dr Mahat hir, however, said Keadilan may succeed in reduci ng BN s
majority in the by-election as seen at the Tel uk Kemang Parli amentary by-
el ecti on because the party was expected to fan racial sentinents town
vot es.

"I amcertain Keadilan will use racial issues and that's why they
succeeded i n convincing the DAPto withdraw their candidate for the Lunas
seat," he said at the end of the d obal 2000-Langkaw I nternational
Di al ogue when asked to conment on the by-el ection which woul d be held on
Nov 29.

Despite the fact that nore than 50 per cent of Lunas voters are non-

Mal ays, the DAP was yet not given the seat by the Qpposition.

Dr Mahat hir said the | atest devel opnent in the Qpposition woul d af fect
t he DAP.

He said the DAP woul d have to be content with contesting | ess seats in
t he com ng general el ection.

Dr Mahathir said the recent devel opnent in the opposition woul d benefit
Pas and Keadil an, and not the DAP.

"DAP wi I | be sidelined while Keadilan has no intention of winning... its
aimis just to split the Ml ays," he said.

Asked whet her the DAP woul d decide to withdraw its co-operation from
Pas and Keadi | an, Dr Mahathir said the DAP woul d be destroyed if it
decided to sever itsties with the other opposition parties inthe current
coalition.

"It will onits own ...actually DAP has been trapped by Pas and
Keadi |l an," said the Prime Mnister.

"Keadilan is the catal yst (of the downfall of DAP) and Pas will be the
beneficiary."

Dr Mahathir said the Malays i n Lunas coul d deci de t he outconme of the
Lunas by-el ecti on.

"The Malays in Lunas will lose if they are divided," he said.
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