26/ 07/ 2000
PM Peopl e nust know the truth about Sauk inci dent

Ram an Sai d; Patvi nder Singh

KUALA LUVPUR, Tues. - Barisan Nasional conponent parties are going to the
people to explain that the killing of a policeman and a soldier in Sauk by
menbers of the Al -M' unah group was not a case of hatred agai nst

non- Musl i ns.

BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said today he explained to
coalition menbers that the torture and nurder of detective sergeant R
Sagadevan and army ranger Mat hew anak Medan were purely a crimnal act.

The Prinme Mnister said it was inmportant that nenbers were nade aware of
what had happened so that they could explain the truth to the rakyat to
avoi d any mi sunderstanding that the killings were done in the nane of
I sl am

"For exanple, sonme quarters in Sarawak are angry that an |ban (Mt hew)
has been killed by Mislimns.

"We explained that this was not a case of Muslins attacking an | ban but
a crimnal act committed by a group of people not supported by the
CGover nnent and ot her people," he said, adding that Islamitself did not
permt such an act.

Speaking after chairing a BN suprene council neeting at Menara Dat o'

Onn, the first to be held after the Sauk incident, Dr Mahathir agreed that
there were some m sunder st andi ngs anobng non- Muslins on the incident.

"We also realised that that there are Muslins trying to defend the act,
giving various reasons, but this is not a case of Mislins going after non-
Muslins. "

Bari san Nasi onal conprises 14 political parties. They are peninsul a-
based Umo, MCA, M C, Cerakan and People's Progressive Party; Sarawak-
based Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu, Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak, Sarawak
Nati onal Party and Sarawak United People's Party; and Sabah-based United
Pasok Monogun Kadazandusun Organi sation, Sabah Progressive Party, Angkatan
Keadi | an Rakyat, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah and Li beral Denocratic Party.

Among party | eaders present were Deputy Prime Mnister and Umo deputy
president Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sik, MC president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel lu, Gerakan president
Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k, PPP president Datuk M Kayveas, PBDS
presi dent Datuk Leo Moggi e and BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhamed
Rahmat .

Dr Mahathir said the nmeeting al so di scussed the effect of the hate
canpai gn agai nst the Governnent advocated by the Qpposition

"I't has reached a very dangerous | evel that there are now people willing
to act before determ ning whet her all egati ons agai nst the Governnent are
true or not ... they act out of their hatred and anger."

Dr Mahathir said the inportance of enhancing unity and strengthening
relations in a nulti-racial society was al so di scussed.

The neeting agreed that the practice of open house during the various
festivities should be continued as it could help foster better
under st andi ng anong t he peopl e.

The Prime Mnister said party | eaders al so expressed their concern over
the trend at kindergartens where children were taught to hate the
Gover nment .

Asked about integration anmong students at universities, Dr Mahathir said
it worried the BN because students of different races were not interacting
and the Governnent was doing its best to overcone the problem



"We have al ready asked local universities to have students of different
races sharing roons," he said.

Later, Mhanmed said Dr Mahathir's | engthy expl anati on on the incident
was necessary to clear any misconception that Muslins were killing non-
Musl i ns.

He said the hostage-taking incident becanme an i ssue as out of the four
host ages taken captive, only the two non-Mislinms anong themwere kil l ed.

"This is a very critical issue ... religious strife can be nore
dangerous than racial strife, so it nust be avoided."

( END)
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