18/ 05/ 2000
PM Work to create a nodel society

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Wesak Day is a manifestation of the religious freedom
practi sed by Ml aysi ans of various races and religions, Prime Mnister

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

Al though Islamis the official religion, the people are able to practise
ot her religions, he added.

"I'n conjunction with Wesak Day, | hope all Buddhists will renew their
comm tnent and efforts, together with other Ml aysians, to create a nodel
society which is patient, tolerant, understandi ng and which respects each
other," he said in his Wsak Day nessage.

Wesak Day is cel ebrated tonorrow.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Buddhi smwas a respected religion as it advocated
charity and love in human rel ati ons.

This, he said, was proven by the active participation of Buddhists in
various charitable and social activities in the country.

"They have al so proven that they are commtted to devel opi ng a soci ety
that cherishes a peaceful and harnoni ous environnment anong Ml aysi ans of
all religions.

"They are willing to sacrifice for the long-termbenefits of a nulti-
raci al society."

He said Wsak Day was a neani ngful celebration for Buddhists in view of
its inportance in the religion's history and its founder Gautana Buddha.
Dr Mahathir and his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali w shed al
Mal aysi an Buddhi sts a happy Wesak Day.
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