23/ 05/ 2000
PM 1'Il try to get himto reconsi der decision

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUVPUR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will ask Transport

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik to reconsider his decision to resign
fromthe Cabinet.

"Well, I will try to ask himto reconsider his decision. Wiether it is
wel coned by the MCA or not is a another matter ... The final decision lies
with him" the Prine Mnister said.

Asked if he had accepted Dr Ling' s resignation, the Prime Mnister said:
"I haven't accepted yet but | will have to consider."

He was speaking to reporters after |aunching the MEC deal ers' convention
her e.

Asked about Dr Ling's reasons for resigning, he said the MCA president
felt the party would be stronger with his departure and entry of new and
young bl ood.

Dr Mahathir said Dr Ling had indicated to himthat he had wanted to
resign fromthe Cabinet.

"I tried to stop him | wanted himto continue. He has done a good job
of pronoting our ports. As you know, he has been visiting the ports and
nmeeting the shipping Iines owers etc, etc ... and he has been very
successful. The ports have achi eved a 200 per cent growh since he started
handl i ng t hem hi nsel f.

"So he is a good Mnister. | would be sorry to | ose himbut then |
cannot stop himif he is determined to do so, if that is in the interest
of his party,"” Dr Mahathir said.

Asked when he woul d be nmeeting Dr Ling, he said it should have been
today but he (Dr Mahathir) was unable to see him

On whether there were other reasons for Dr Ling' s resignation, Dr
Mahat hir said: "He thinks he has been there for a long time, according to
him and shoul d step down.

"He thinks it is in the best interest of the party. H's party as well as
t he Bari san Nasional ."

Asked if he was confortable with the idea of a BN conponent party | eader
not being represented in the Cabinet, he said:

"I don't know the details, if he will still be party president. | wll
talk to himto get the details.

"If that is the case, there is nothing we can do. W have to neke do.
Life nmust go on."

Asked about Dr Ling' s resignation comng in the wake of the MCA's help
in ensuring an "overwhel ming victory" for the BNin the recent general
el ection and the fact that no extra governnment positions were given to the
MCA in reward, Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairnman, said

"I don't know about rewards but | think we have given the MCA the proper
treat ment.

"It is not just the question of rewards. We recognise the role of the
MCA. | don't think we can start shuffling around the proportion because
once you do that, we will have a ot of problens with the others."

On whether there would be a major Cabinet reshuffle, the Prime Mnister
sai d he had not even thought about it.

"Big, small. | don't know. What is the size of a reshuffle?" he asked.

Asked if the episode woul d destablise the BN, Dr Mahathir said it took a
|l ot to destabilise the coalition, adding that even with the foreign nedia
running down the BN, it still won the general election with



"a three-quarter majority".
"They can canpai gn and hel p the Qpposition but we will still wn."
( END)
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