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PMs fear confirned by Tiungsat-1

A. Kadir Jasin

PRI MVE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has fought many battl es,

Wi nni ng nost and | osi ng sone. But one battl e he seens not to be winning is
agai nst the destruction of the environnent.

Very often, his enenies are the very sane peopl e who benefit fromhis
hi gh growt h and pro-business policy. Mre often than not, these
i rresponsi bl e and unscrupul ous busi nessnmen are in cahoots with State
aut horities who have jurisdiction over | and and natural resources.

His fear that |and-rel ated devel opnent in the country's highlands is
causi ng unm ti gat ed destruction of the environnent was, two weeks ago,
confirmed beyond doubt.

The country's first mcrosatellite, Tiungsat-1, which was | aunched from
Russi a' s Bai konur Cosnodrone i n Kazakhst an on Sept 26, showed nassi ve | oss
of forest cover in Cameron Hi ghl ands due to devel opnent.

Reacting to the alarm ng information fromthe satellite, the Cabi net on
Wednesday shel ved al | new devel opment projects pending a study of al
sensitive highlands in the country.

The i mages sent back by Tiungsat-1 and other earth orbiting satellites
show t hat Cameron Hi ghl ands has | ost as nuch as two per cent of forest
cover between 1991 and this year.

If Tiung's eye-in-the-sky can change things for the better, we should
all celebrate its launching and consi der the nobney and ti me spent
wort hwhi l e. The 50-kil ogranme satellite is designed to take pictures of
the earth's surface to detect pollution, forestry and agricultura
activities, gather nmeteorol ogi cal date and nmoni tor natural disasters.

Maybe t he nechani cal gadget high up in the blue yonder will have better
| uck than earth-bound nmedi a phot ographers and caneramnen i n convi nci ng the
authorities that Cameron Hi ghl ands and ot her highland resorts arein a
precarious state.

The destruction of the highlands is neither new nor unknown. And it
certainly does not take a satellite to prove the case. The nmedi a has for
years been highlighting the degradati on of our highlands due to | oggi ng,
unpl anned t ouri smdevel opnent and il | egal farm ng.

But the abhorrence agai nst their destruction has been short-Ilived
Condemmat i on and proni ses of stern acti on were nmade only when | andsl i des
buried a few people alive and cl osed roads.

The errant devel opers and the State authorities responsible for
alienating large tracts of | and and approvi ng their devel oprment received
not hing nore than a slap on the wist.

Al as, what the public would like to know nost woul d not be within the
capacity of Tiungsat to achieve. It cannot tell us who approved the
al i enati on and devel opment of the highland forests. Wo they were given
to. And who the destructive contractors were.

Were they given to nanel ess and | andl ess Tan, Dorai sany and Halimor to
the rich and the powerful ? It is nore likely tothe latter. The fornmer are
nore likely to be illegal settlers.

The answer to it can only be dug up by earth-bound journalists with the
help of officials in State capitals.

Still, we cel ebrate Tiungsat's maiden revel ati on. Hopefully, what earth-
bound journalists have not been abl e to achi eve by way of convincing the
powers that be to act decisively, Tiungsat can. Long |live Tiungsat!
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