24/ 04/ 2000

PMs wife: Don't neglect disabled children in race for devel opnment

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - All parties nust work together to ensure that
children, especially those with special needs, are not |eft behind during
the nation's devel opnent.

Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, wife of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, said today the aspects of childcare which needed | ooking
into included ethical and noral teaching, education and training and the
prevention of chronic and infectious di seases.

"Econoni ¢ devel opnent that does not go hand in hand w th soci al
devel opment will give birth to a social group that is self-centred and
materialistic," she said.

"Devel opnent progranmes will inprove when the needs of children are
given serious attention. Co-operation fromall parties, including the
public and private sector, voluntary bodies and the public, is needed to
ensure this."

Dr Siti Hasmah was speaki ng during a Pernodal an Nasi onal Berhad event,
where 140 di sabl ed children were entertai ned by characters from"Al ong",
the popul ar children's television series.

The children were from Taman Si nar Harapan Kual a Kubu Baru, the
Mal aysi an Associ ation for the Deaf, the Ml aysian Autism Trai ning Centre,
the Di sabl ed Associ ati on of Sel angor and the Federal Territory, the Cheras
Rehabi litation Centre and the Ml aysi an Nati onal Conmuni cation
Rehabilitati on Co-ordination Committee.

The event, held in conjunction with the Ml aysian Trust Fund Wek, ai ned
to incul cate the habit of saving anong children.

The Mal aysi an Trust Fund Week, which is being held fromApril 20 to 24,
al so coincided with PNB's | aunch of its sixth unit trust schenme, the
Amanah Saham Mal aysi a.

Participants can be as as young as six nonths and the schene is ained at
hel pi ng parents save for their children's education

( END)



	PM's wife: Don't neglect disabled children in race for development (NST 24/04/2000)

