25/ 03/ 2000
PM We have an equal chance for 2008

S. Naval an

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad reaffirmed Kual a Lunpur's
bid to host the 2008 A ynpic Ganes and said that because of their good
record in hosting international tournanents they stand a good chance of
Wi nni ng the bid.

No city have hosted the Ganes in their first bid, but Dr Mahathir said
that because of the new procedures set by the International O ynpic
Conmittee (10C), all bidding cities stand an equal and fair chance.

KL, who put on a splendid show at the 1998 Commobnweal th Ganes, is facing
stiff chall enges fromLondon, Buenos Aires, Paris, Istanbul, Beijing,
Bangkok and GOsaka.

Dr Mahathir said that although history may not be on Mal aysia's side
t hey cannot be rul ed out of the race for the 2008 Ganes.

"The new bi ddi ng process whi ch was announced by 1 OC recently gives a
better chance to all interested cities," said Dr Mahathir yesterday, after
the flag-handi ng cerenony to Team Proton-Pert for next week's Rally of
| ndonesia at his office in Putra Jaya.

"I"'msure we stand a good chance of hosting the 2008 Ganes because of
our capability and the good packages we can cone up together with the
excellent record in the sporting section.

"On top of that, our facilities have been recogni sed to be anong the
best in the world many tines over."

Dr Mahat hir added that by chance if they are not successful, Ml aysia
wi Il continue bidding to host the O ynpic Ganes.

He said that ultimately Ml aysia nust one day host the Ganmes and they
will keep coming up with a good package to win the votes and host the
Ganes.

"The fact that we are interested in hosting the Games will only do our
i mage good, " he said.

"W have a splendid record in hosting international events and one day
we will get the right to host the best sporting event in the world."

Dr Mahathir said he realised that the other cities bidding for the Ganes
are also going big in the pronotions to inpress the 1CC

For instance, Osaka have announced a US$250 nillion (RWMB50 million)
budget for the pronotional canpaign al one.

I stanbul are also going all out in their attenpt. The Turki sh Gover nnment
havi ng pushed through a Bill in Parlianment to allow themto continue
bi dding for the Ganes until they are successful.

Beijing, who have failed on two previ ous occasi ons, are al so going big.

"W may not be able to match the others in our budget for pronotional
canpai gns but | still have the confidence that KL can inpress many wth
our infrastructure, facilities and efficiency in handling the job," he
sai d.
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