17/ 07/ 2000
PM Prosper thy nei ghbour

Tan Chin Siang

KUCHI NG Sun. - The Chi nese business conmunity should help their

Bum putera counterparts rebuild busi nesses badly affected when the ringgit
came under attack during the regional financial crisis, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

The Prime M nister said many Bum putera busi nesses were destroyed, sone
of themconpletely, as they were "too new and sone had grown too fast".

Opening the RMLO m | lion Wsma Chi nese Chanbers here, Dr Mahathir said
Chi nese busi nessnmen woul d gai n by hel pi ng t he Bum puteras.

"Mal ays believe in the policy of prosper thy neighbour. W want them
(nei ghbour) to becomre richer so that you can do business with them

"If they are poor, then they are going to come to you with a begging
bow . "

He sai d Bum putera busi nessnmen nust understand that they nust work very
hard and practise prudent financial managenment and cannot bl ane the
Chi nese community if they fail.

Dr Mahathir said the Government recogni sed the role of the Chinese
community in making the country one of the strongest econonies in the
devel opi ng worl d.

"The Chinese conmunity realises the inportance of reducing the disparity
in economc wealth anong the different communities and to give thema
share in it. And because they (Bumi puteras) have a share, the feelings of
j eal ousy and envy towards the Chi nese community have al nost di sappeared.”

Dr Mahathir said the country owed a lot to the Chinese comunity as nuch
of its econom c achi evenents were due to their dynanmi sm innovation and
wi |l lingness to take risks.

"We are very glad indeed that during the tinme of the turmpil, nothing
unt oward happened, unlike in sonme other countries where, under the strain
of economnic problens, racial riots broke out, buildings were burnt, and
the people killed or raped,” he said.

W snma Chi nese Chambers, near Kuching Hilton, is an eight-storey buil ding
housi ng t he Kuchi ng Chi nese General Chanber of Conmerce and I ndustry and
the Associ ated Chi nese Chanbers of Commerce and | ndustry of Sarawak.
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