24/ 08/ 2000
PM leaders likely to adopt SCC report

Ahirudin Attan in London

LONDON, Wed: Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and three ot her South | eaders
are likely to adopt a report tonorrow on the establishnment of a South
Coor di nati ng Conmmi ssion (SCC) on January 1 2001.

The SCC is conceived as a permanent body that will coordi nate devel opi ng
countries' position with regards to world trade and financial issues.

The Prime Mnister is expected to be appointed to its board of the
Conmi ssion which will replace the existing South Centre in Geneva.

The neeting in London today and tonorrow are being presided by N gerian
Presi dent O usegun Obba sanjo and attended by Al gerian President Abdel aziz
Bout ef | i ka, Jammi can President P.J. Patterson and Dr Mahathir.

The fifth nenber of the "mini-sumit", President Thabo Mdieki of South
Africa, is not expected to make it for the neeting.

Dr Mahathir arrived here | ast night after attending the Southern Africa
I nternational Dial ogue in Maputo, Mobzanbi que.

Dat uk Abdul Kadir Mohaned, the Foreign Mnistry's secretary-general,
said the four | eaders hope to present the report they are going to endorse
tomorrow to the Group of 77 (G 77) leaders during the MIIlennium Summt in
New Yor k next nont h.

Once endorsed by G 77, South countries are expected to have a nore
coordi nated stand on issues, especially those which require negotiations
with the North.

The idea of setting up the SCC was nooted at the G 77 Sunmmit in Havana
in April.

The grouping's | eaders were concerned about how di vi ded devel opi ng
countries have been on several crucial issues concerning international
trade and fi nance.

For exanple, the 133 nenbers of the G 77 could not agree on whether the
Sout h shoul d pursue a new round of trade talks at the Wrld Trade
Organi sation (WO.

Sir Shridath Ranphal, a former secretary-general of the Conmonwealth, is
tipped to be the first chairman, or coordi nator, of the SCC

The chai rpersons of the various South groupings, including Asean, Non-
Al'igned Movenent and G 15, are likely to sit on the SCC Board.
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