29/ 05/ 2000

PM Sany Vellu's right to endorse candi dates

PUTRAJAYA, Sun. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad said today that it was up
to MC president Datuk Seri S Samy Vellu if he wanted to endorse
candi dates for positions in the party.

The Bari san Nasi onal chairman said although Sany Vellu was free to make
hi s choi ce of candi dates known, the final decision lay with the del egates.
"It isreally up to him... but the nmenmbers can reject (them if they

want to," he told reporters after attending a private function here.

Dr Mahat hir was asked to comment on the nove by Sany Vellu to endorse
Datuk G Pal anivel, Datuk S. Veerasingamand Tan Sri Dr K.S. N jhar as his
choices for the party's three vice-presidents before the MC el ection
yest er day.

Sany Vel lu endorsed the three in an interviewwith the New Straits Ti nmes
earlier this week stating that the three were the kind of |eaders the
party needed.

"Pal anivel is a new man. Just canme in two terns ago. Veerasingamis an
effective |l eader and we are trying to bring in Nijhar this tinme as he is
an econom st."

The three energed victors in the party election held yesterday.

The other contestants for the vice-presidential posts included i ncunbent
vi ce- presi dent Datuk M Mt hupal ani appan, former Kapar MP Dr Leel a Ramm
and Gadong Jaya branch chairman K. Mahal i ngam
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