05/ 06/ 2000

PM Party is using wonen only to garner the votes for its nen

PENANG, Sun. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
descri bed Pas as a party which used fenales nerely to garner votes for its
mal e menbers.

He said that it was hypocritical and di shonest of the party to, on one
hand, bar their femal e nenbers frombeconing el ected representatives,
whil e on the other using themto canvass for nml e candi dates.

"If they (Pas) truly hold to their beliefs and principles, then they
shoul d not all ow feral e nenbers to contest.

"I't shows that Pas places self-interest over party interests and not
religion."

Dr Mahathir was asked to conment on press reports today where the Pas
Wanita novenent (Dewan Muslinmat) had urged the party's | eadership to
consi der fielding wonen candidates in future el ections.

Its representative Hasiah Ali had yesterday said the novenent had many
potenti al candi dates who were qualified to stand.

Pas Kel ant an del egate Hassan Mahmud who supported the proposal said the
party shoul d appreciate the contributions by its femal e nenbers.

( END)



	PM: Party is using women only to garner the votes for its men (NST 05/06/2000)

