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PM Unite to face new m || enni um

Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Mal aysi ans shoul d cl ose ranks and set aside
differences to face the newmllenniumwi th resilience and strength, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said tonight.

The Prime Mnister, in his annual New Year nessage, said this would take
the country towards greater success and "our beloved nation will continue
to be free, independent and successful ".

He al so rem nded Mal aysians to be vigilant to avoid beconing victins in
the wave of gl obalisation, a trend which he described as the chal | enge of
the new m |l enniumand of a Western creation.

"Ml aysi ans shoul d greet the new century and mllenniumw th joy. But we
cannot accept whol eheartedly the globalisation which will acconpany it,"
he said in a tel evised speech over RTM as Ml aysi ans cel ebrated the | ast
hours of 1999 and waited to ring in the new century.

Recal ling the many failed Western ideol ogies |ike feudalism absolute
nmonar chy, dictatorship, comuni smand socialism he said the current
i beral denocracy and free capitalismsystens would al so not | ast.

A obal i sation, he said, would al so go the sane way but before an
i deol ogy was rejected, many woul d be sacrificed.

He wanted Mal aysians to be wary to avoi d becom ng victins.

"Are we ready to face and overcone this chall enge?" he asked.

He said it woul d appear that Mal aysi ans had forgotten the | essons of
history, referring specifically to the country's |ong periods of
col oni sation. Quoting Western phil osopher and witer CGeorge Santayana, he
said those who did not learn fromhistory were condemrmed to repeat their
nm st akes.

Drawi ng two | essons from Portugal's conquest of Ml acca in 1511, Dr
Mahat hir said one of themwas the inportance of unity, organisation, a
responsi bl e | eadershi p, discipline and order, clear direction, training
and strategy.

The other |esson was that traitors could bring the downfall of a

country.

"Those who col |l aborate with eneni es are worse than the eneni es. Because
of self-interest, they are willing to sell their country and race," he
sai d.

Looki ng at these | essons, he said it was clear that Ml aysi ans were not
yet ready to face the challenge of the new m |l ennium

The ol d ways and cul ture which had brought four and a half centuries of
col oni sation continue to be preval ent, especially anong the Ml ays.

He said the people did not see the need for unity because the Governnent
had al ways protected them brought devel opment and defl ected foreign
pressure.

There were sone, he said, who felt that the Government's protection of
the weak was unfair discrimnation and not in line with Islanic teachings.

"Fighting for the race and country was no | onger inportant. \Wat was
important was fighting for the benefits even though this woul d have
destroyed our unity," he said.

But this had failed, he said, and Mal aysi ans of all races had ensured
that the country would continue to have a dynanmi ¢ Gover nnment which coul d
face the new chal | enges.

"But the seeds of discord have been sown and are grow ng. Foreign
propaganda has been accepted by sone people and is being spread by them



"It does not matter that there is no basis to the accusations by the
foreigners. Wiat is inmportant is that the accusations are easily believed
and can be used for their fight," he said.

Dr Mahathir said while the Government was concentrating on defending the
country fromoutside forces, they found it the best tinme to strike from
behi nd.

He urged Mal aysians to unite and set aside the differences which divided
themin order to face challenges with resilience and to renenber the
| essons of history.

(END)
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