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PM Instigators at work (HL)

Ram an Sai d
PETALI NG JAYA, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said he did not see
any need for the setting up of a tribunal or Royal Conm ssion as proposed
by the Bar Council to ook into the spat between Datuk Dr Rais Yatimand
Chi ef Justice Tun Mohd Eusoff Chin.

The Prime M nister was asked about his views on the proposal on his
return froma working visit to Japan.

He said: "W see an attenpt to strip sonmeone of the Chief Justice's
post. Before, when we took (simlar) action, it was the Bar Council that
condemed us.

"It is the same ... if they accused us of sacking a judge because the
Gover nnent does not agree with him it seens they are also willing to do
the same now. But the problemis that they can do it but not the
Governnent, | don't really understand.”

In 1988, the Governnent set up a tribunal to hear five charges agai nst
then Lord President Tun Mohd Sal |l eh Abas, who was under suspension. He was
found guilty and was di sm ssed in August the sane year

The Prime M nister said he believed there were attenpts to create
friction within the government nmachinery out of the quarrel between the
Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment and the Chief Justi ce.

Asked whet her the issue had been bl own out of proportion, Dr Mahathir
sai d he believed so, adding that those behind the attenpts were hoping
that judges woul d becone disillusioned, |eading theminto making
unfavour abl e rul i ngs agai nst the Governnent.

"I think there are political notives behind this, with the intention of
putting judges and the Government at | oggerheads.

"They (instigators) hope that when judges get angry, they wll nake
rulings that will not benefit the Governnent," he said.

The controversy started over Eusoff's holiday in New Zeal and,
purportedly with | awer Datuk V. K. Lingam Rais had, when asked by an
Australian reporter in Mel bourne recently, described it as "inproper
behavi our . "

Eusof f has since explained that he paid for his holiday and nmet Lingam
t here by chance.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment had never conpl ai ned when the court nade
rulings unfavourable to it or to parties in the Governnent as it believed
in the i ndependence of the Judiciary.

"We accept this but it |ooks Iike those accusing us of not giving the
Judi ci ary i ndependence now want to control judges. And that judges
adhering to their wishes is good but not the Governnent," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so rai sed doubts on whether the tribunal proposed by the
council had conplied with the procedures under the Constitution on the
renoval of judges fromoffice.

On whether it was odd that the matter was rai sed now al t hough the
hol i day took place in 1994, Dr Mahathir said: "I think there is sone
political agenda behind this. It may be connected to ot her things
happening in the country."

On the request by Chechen President Aslan Maskhadov that he nmediate in
getting Russia and Chechnya to start negotiations to end the conflict in
Chechnya, Dr Mahathir said he wanted to find out nore about what coul d be
done and the role he could play.

"If there is anything we can do towards finding a peaceful solution to



the conflict, we will help, if we can," he said.
When pointed out that he could face problenms as Maskhadov was still
hiding in the jungle, Dr Mahathir said the President could send an envoy.
( END)
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