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Debor ah Loh

SAYI NGt hat the Mul ti medi a Super Corridor has progressed far ahead of the
target set for it, the Prine Mnister said yesterday that foreign
conpanies will find it a useful place to do research, operate from and
test information technol ogy products.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad al so al | ayed fears that forei gn conpani es
woul d over shadow or threaten | ocal technol ogi cal conpani es as the mar ket
for I T solutions was al ways expandi ng.

"The MSC has all the necessary infrastructure to hel p conpani es achi eve
progress,"” Dr Mahathir said in his speech at the | aunch of Arcnet, a new
I nternet service package by NTT MsC Sdn Bhd, in Kual a Lunpur.

NTT MSC is a whol |l y-owned subsi diary of Japan's NTT Conmuni cati ons
Corporation. It isthe first foreign tel ecomuni cati ons conpany to be
given "class |licence" by the Mal aysi an Communi cati ons and Ml timedi a
Commi ssion to sell its services here.

Dr Mahathir said while Internet usage in Ml aysia was "not big enough",
it was growi ng at al nost doubl e the rate each year.

He said the nunber of |Internet subscribers had grown fromabout 90, 000
in 1996 to over one nmillion today.

He said this was an assurance to conpanies that their I T investnents
here woul d "reap a rich harvest."

In addi tion, conpani es which had the capacity to do research should
create solutions for use in the business community whi ch was growing in
Mal aysi a.

"There's a bright future for ITin Malaysia. W had our doubts about the
MSC and many were sceptical,” Dr Mahathir said.

"But events have shown that the idea was not as ridicul ous as once
t hought. Today, the MSCis a reality."

He sai d many conpani es had | ocated their operations in the corridor and
i nterest was bei ng shown by other major |IT players.

"The Government will al ways gi ve encouragenment and support to the
busi nesses that operate in the MSC. "

At a Press conference after the | aunch, Dr Mahat hir said | ocal conpanies
shoul d not fear being crowmded out of the IT market with the presence of
gl obal 1T corporations.

"The market is expanding rapidly and we are in need of finding newways
toapply information technol ogy. We can't say it is overcrowled because
peopl e are still comng up with new sol utions.”

Earlier, in his speech, Dr Mahathir prai sed NTT Conmuni cati ons for being
one of the strongest supporters of the MSC. It was the first conmpany to
recei ve MsC status and has set up a research and devel opment centre and
offices in Cyberjaya.

"Their nove has encouraged | ots of other conpanies."
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