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KOTA KI NABALU, Thurs. - To be patriotic, Ml aysians nmust know their

hi story especially about the struggles and sacrifices of their nation's
founders in wielding together a nultiracial society, Prine Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today.

Speaki ng at the opening of the 16th Conference of the International
Associ ation of Historians of Asia, he said npst countries glorify their
struggles in order to imbue a sense of patriotismanong their peoples.

"But in Malaysia we feel rather shy about glorifying our past, even
recogni sing the real sacrifices and contributions of our founders," he
told historians from30 countries at the Magell an Sutera Hotel.

Dr Mahathir said British colonialists and their historians had insisted
that this country had no history but the Ml ays remenbered enough of their
past to rise against the formati on of the Mal ayan Union in 1946.

But the story of the struggle to regain their own |and, the story of
Dat uk Onn, Datuk Panglima Bukit Gantang, Datuk Ni k Kanmi| and others, are
strangely, not well told to Mal aysi an students today.

"It is as if the Governnent of independent Ml aysia al so wi shes to
propagate the view that Malaysia is a country wi thout history," he told
del egates to the conference thened " One Hundred Years of Asian Hi story:
The Twentieth Century in Historical Perspective'.

The Prime M nister said a historical achievenent of Malaysia - a
Mal aysi an story and part of Malaysia's recent history - is the handling of
race relations in order to prevent racist sentinments from devel opi ng and
di sturbing the peace and harnony after the 1969 race riots.

He said it was sonething that the peoples of Ml aysia should | earn about
but the fear that such a story night favour the current BN Governnent had
resulted in these achi evenents not being played up as part of Ml aysia's
hi storical heritage.

"A good thing is feared because it may continue to do good," he said and
added that "and so another | esson of history may be | ost".

He said it was a | esson that could teach Ml aysi ans about the conduct of
governnent, the behaviour of politicians, and the discipline required in a
denocracy in order to prevent a nulti-ethnic, nmulti-cultural country from
going up in flames and destroying itself.

H story is not just for school children but also for adults, particularly
t hose who are entrusted with determ ning the policies of a nation.

Dr Mahathir tal ked about the United Nations, an internationa
organi sati on dedicated to peace and equal ity anong nations, as being
domi nated by the big powers and where inequality is enshrined inits
charter.

He said the end of the Cold War has resulted in the world being
domi nated by one Western bloc which is seeking to inmpose its will on the
rest of the world both econonically and ideol ogically.

Dr Mahathir said the history of the world is therefore the story of
per petual conquest and subjugati on of the weak by the strong because
humanki nd i gnores the | essons of the past.

"And so we see the return of inperialismin a differrent form" he said.

( END)
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