24/ 11/ 2000

PM | don't expect Tabung Haji to buy Tajudin's MAS shares

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad does not expect
Tabung Haji to purchase the stake Mal aysia Airlines chairman Tan Sri
Tajudin Rami has in the carrier.

"No, | don't think they (Tabung Haji) are going to buy (Tajudin's
stake)," the Prime M nister said when asked to confirmreports the agency
may buy the stake if offered.

Expl ai ni ng why he saw no possi bility of Tabung Haji buying a substanti al
stake MAS, Dr Mahathir said the former "is not an airline operator".

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to reporters after officiating at a nati onal
sem nar on "I sl am ¢ devel opnent and the threat of deviant teachings" in
Seri Kembangan, near here.

Last week, Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Seri Abdul
Ham d O hman was quot ed as sayi ng Tabung Haji woul d consi der the option,
if offered, of holding a stake in MAS.

Tabung Haji once owned MAS shares but began di sposing of its stake in
1989 when sone depositors were dismayed to | earn that |iquor was being
served on its flights.

Taj udin owns 47. 71 per cent of Naluri Bhd, which in turn holds a 29.09
per cent stake in MAS.

Naluri is reported to be | ooking for buyers for all or part of its
interest to raise cash to help pay off debts of nore than RML billion.

Dr Mahat hir al so said Tabung Haji was al so not going to buy aircraft to
take pilgrins to Mecca as reported recently in alocal Bahasa daily.
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