19/ 11/ 2000

Poor turnout at convention on rotation of Sabah CM s post

KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - A convention held today to discuss the rotation of
t he Sabah Chief Mnister's post failed to attract nany peopl e.

At least 1,000 people were expected to attend the convention at the
Sa' adah Hall in Wsma Miis, but only about 50 were present.

The Sabah Bum putera Smal | Busi nesses and Traders Associ ati on organi sed
t he convention, themed The Rotation of the Chief Mnister's Post: The
Future of the People and the State.

Met by newsnen | ater, organi sing chai rman and associ ati on comittee
nmenber, Musli O i, maintained that the convention had not fail ed.

"Al though we did not receive the response we had hoped, the convention
has not failed. It is just that the people of Sabah are not open-m nded
enough to discuss the issue in the open.

"They tal k about it in coffee shops, but sonehow they are not here
today. We will continue with the convention and cone up with a resol ution
which we will send to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad, "
Musli said.

He cl ai ned that the convention had been sabot aged, incl udi ng by
associ ati on nenbers, who had initially agreed to support the event which
was of ficiated by associ ation president M A Rahman.

Musli said the idea to hold the convention was nooted by hi mand t hat
Bari san Nasi onal conponent party | eaders had gi ven their bl essings. The
rotation of the Chief Mnister's post was i ntroduced in 1994 after the BN
fornmed the State Governnent.

First to beconme Chief Mnister under the systemwas Tun Sakaran Dandai
foll owed by Datuk Salleh Tun Sai d.

Next to serve as Chief Mnister representing the Chinese comunity was
Dat uk Yong Teck Lee, before Tan Sri Bernard Donpok representing the
Kadazandusun comuni ty was appoi nt ed.

However, Donpok's two-year-termwas cut short to make way for | ast
year's State el ection. After the el ection Datuk Gsu Sukamwas appoi nt ed
Chief Mnister.
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