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Poi sed to nove forward

W TH t he proposed K-econony nasterplan, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad will give the country a strong presence in the cyber
geogr aphy of the Information Age. No | ess than a cyber visionary hinself,
Dr Mahathir is likely to add a new di nension to the nation's effort to
shift gear into a know edge-driven econony.
The proposition is well-timed. It is said that the Information
Revol ution is now at the point at which the Industrial Revolution was in
the early 1820s when the railroad was created in 1829. Fromthereon,
things noved fast with dramati c changes in the econonmic, political and
soci al spheres. As described by French historian Fernand Braudel, it was
the railroad that nade France into one nation and one culture. It was the
railroad, too, that shaped West Anerica. There is a parallel here which,
we suspect, is long known to Dr Mahathir and, consequently, enticed himin
his bid to put the country on the anorphous and borderl ess cyber map.
The parallel? E-commerce is to the Informati on Revol uti on what the
railroad was to the Industrial Revolution. Both were totally new and
unprecedented. The railroad created a nental geography where hunanity
mast ered di stance while E-comerce created a cyber geography where
distance is elininated. There is only one econony, one narket.
Were French econoni st Jean-Bapti ste Say around today, his observation
that "the Industrial Revolution had changed econom cs by creating the
entrepreneurs" woul d have been changed to "the Informati on Revol ution has
changed economics by creating the netrepreneurs”.
Wth E-comerce as a najor worldw de distribution channel for goods,
services and jobs will bring trenendous changes in industry structures,
econom ¢ and soci al |andscapes. Presently in its nascent stages, E-
comerce has al ready caused changes in the nature of work, flow of
products and services, consumer segnentation, consumer val ues and
behavi our and i nformation content in industries and services.
Li ke the railroad, E-comerce is the triggering point for changes yet to
be envi saged. The significance of standing at a point when this catal yst
is still inits infancy stage is not |ost on Dr Mahathir. Start beyond
this point and we will be playing catch-up for good, as is the case in our
industrialisationefforts.
Wth the right strategies, we may find oursel ves standi ng on equal
footing with some devel oped nations in the quest for cyber-supremacy and
our corporations may not be conpletely "amazoned" (nmeaning to |lose a big
chunk of business to non-Mal aysi an web conpani es).
That said, thereis notime to lose. The key to capitalise on this
catalytic point is the national recognition and recruitnent of know edge
professionals. It is not the electronics, conputers or softwares that wll
be the prime nover but the know edge persons.
As pointed out by Dr Mahathir, Ml aysia nmust invest in the passion and
capabilities of know edge workers and lay the foundation for |earning at
the primary level. The foundation nmust enconpass all segnments of society
so that K-econony will not be an "encl ave devel opnent"
The masterplan nmust have the nuts and bolts which will enabl e each and
every citizen, poor or rich, to harness the Know edge Revol ution.
K-econony will becone relevant only when |Iinked to devel oping the people's
true potenti al
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