02/ 05/ 2000
Pol es apart on wage issue

Patri ck Sennyah; Shahrum Sayut hi

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The country's two bi ggest trade unions today marked
Wirkers' Day in contrasting styles with the MITUC calling for the

i npl ementati on of the m ni numwage system and Cuepacs agreeing with the
Prime Mnister that it could not be introduced now.

Cuepacs president N Siva Subramani am concurred wi th Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad that such a system shoul d not be inplenented w t hout
taking into account the cost of productivity.

However, MTIUC president Senator Zainal Ranpak said the congress would
enbark on a nationwide rally to garner support for the inplenentation of
t he system

Cuepacs is the unbrella organisation for unions in the civil service,
while the MIUC represents unions in the private sector and statutory
bodi es.

Dr Mahathir in his Wrkers' Day nessage yesterday said a mni numwage of
RML, 200 a nmonth, if inplenmented i mediately, would fuel production costs.

Both the Governnent and private sectors, he said, would not be able to
bear such hi gh costs.

However, he hoped workers would be able to earn RML, 200 a nonth based on
productivity within their ranks and if their enployers were doing well.

Speaki ng at a Workers' Day gat hering of nore than 4,000 workers at the
Civic Centre in Petaling Jaya, Zainal said the MTUC wanted to see the
i mpl ement ati on of m ni num wages and woul d not give up until its efforts
wer e successf ul

He said MTUC s |l ast resort to ensure the inplenentation of nini num wages
woul d be to stage a nationw de picket.

"However, we will try to avoid this and try to seek a resol ution
am cabl y.

"M ni mumwage is not a special privilege. It is merely our right to be
able to neet the daily needs of our famlies,” he said.

He said a special committee headed by hi mwould be submitting a fresh
menorandum to the Government soon on a new m ni mrum wage anount - between
RMB00 and RML, 200.

The conmittee was set up during a two-day synposi um on mi ni mum wages
organi sed by MIuC | ast nont h.

Zai nal al so asked the Government to cone up with its own study on
m ni mum wages before questioning the MIUC- I nternational Labour
Organi sation's recent findings on the matter.

He said it was inpractical to take into consideration overtine
al | onances when det erm ning m ni num wages for workers as not all enpl oyees
enj oyed such benefits.

"Wirking overtine on a daily basis to make ends neet al so does not augur
well with efforts to nurture strong social values considering the tinme
parents woul d be away fromtheir children," he said

Zai nal al so urged the Governnent to reconsider the proposed National
Retrenchnment Schene as there were still cases of conpani es retrenching
workers withourt prior notice or conpensati on.

O her issues raised were to press for the freedom of association for
wor kers and al so for enployers to provide day-care centres for their
enpl oyees' children with 70 per cent of the operation cost borne by the
enpl oyer and the renai ni ng by enpl oyees.

On the proposed retirenent age of 58, he said, its inplenmentation should



be automatic and not depend on recomendation from heads of departnent.

MIUC wornren section chairperson Silam Hassan | aunched a canpaign to
secure the Governnent's and enployer's commitnent to provide conprehensive
maternity protection for wonen.

At a Workers' Day celebration in Perlis, Siva Subramani am sai d Cuepacs
accepted the reasons given by the Governnment for its inability to set a
m ni nrum wage of RML, 200 per nont h.

He sai d Cuepacs understood the inplications of having such a mni num
wage, such as demand for higher salaries by all |evels of workers as
mentioned by the Prime Mnister in his Wrkers' Day nessage.

He, however, said Cuepacs woul d continue to pursue the matter and
suggest a nore flexible amount dependi ng on each worker's skills and
know edge.

"W will hold a neeting with MIUC next week to find a commpn stand on
the issue," he said after attending the national-1evel celebration at Gua
Kel am Recreati onal Park today.

Si va Subramani am sai d wor kers shoul d not view the Governnment's deci sion
not to inplenment the RML, 200 m ni rum wage as an outright rejection of
t hei r demand.

"Dr Mahathir did not say the Governnent was agai nst the idea of having a
m ni nrum wage. What he actually said was that the RML, 200 mi ni nrum wage was
sinmply not practical.

"Therefore, we may still find a nore reasonabl e approach such as a
fornmul a which can acconmpdate all |evels of workers without causing a
burden to the country's economy."

Si va Subramani am added further studies and di scussions over the mni num
wage i ssue should be held between the unions and Governnent before a fina
deci si on coul d be reached

He said although it would be easier to inplenment the m nimumwage in the
civil service, Cuepacs would not push the Governnent for an i medi ate
deci sion, but would join MIUC in finding a solution to the issue
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