18/ 04/ 2000

Pol i ce action on Saturday was justified, House told

THE police acted fast to protect the safety of the majority when they
stopped a gathering organi sed by Parti Keadil an Nasi onal supporters | ast
Sat urday, the Dewan Rakyat was tol d yesterday.

Fi nance ministry parlianentary secretary Hashimlsmail said police
action was justified. It was intended to naintain the peace. The
organi sers coul d not guarantee the gathering would be peacef ul

"They can say that they are going to have a peaceful denonstration but
we cannot take for granted that it will not turn rowdy. The gathering did
not materilise as the people wanted peace and stability."

The denpnstration was intended to commenorate the first anniversary of
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahims inprisonnment.

W ndi ng up on points raised by MPs at the conmittee stage for the
Suppl enentary Supply Bill (1999) 2000, he said, the police could not take
risks with denonstrations as they could spark riots.

The Opposition need not resort to street denonstrations which could turn
rowdy.

"They can express their views through other avenues. They mnust
under stand that such denonstrations could create an undesirable situation
inthe city."

Earlier, Datuk Jamal uddin Mohd Jarjis critised the Opposition for
organi si ng the denonstrati on.

Dat uk Kamar uddi n Jaaf ar (Pas-Tunpat) cl ai ned the Governnment had used the
police to act agai nst those involved even after an assurance that the
gat heri ng woul d be conduct ed peaceful |y.

Dat uk Yusof Yacob (BN-Sipitang) said the police had every right to clanmp
down on the gathering.

"Al'l this while, the Governnment has not stopped or banned gatherings
organi sed by any party. But the Governnent nust take action to stop any
ugly incident from happening."

At this juncture, Mahfuz Omar (Pas-Pokok Sena) told the House that the
denmonstrati on was supposed to be peaceful but it was Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who said that it would turn rowdy.

Mahfuz and Janmal uddi n then engaged in a heated argunment which went on
for several minutes despite attenpts by Deputy speaker Datuk Mhamad
Abdul | ah to stop the conmotion

To points raised by Mihamad Sabu (Pas- Kual a Kedah) on the capital
controls inplemented by the Governnent, Hashi msaid Mal aysia had used its
own neasures to revive the econony.

He said if the Governnent had |l et the International Mnetary Fund or the
Worl d Bank help the country, this would have affected efforts to help the
Bumi put er as.

"There woul d not have been special provisions for Bum puteras. This
woul d have stunted Governnent's efforts to hel p Bunmi puteras and put them
on par with the other races."

He said the econony had inproved significantly.

Forecasts of econom c growmh were also increasingly optinistic.

Even Merrill Lynch had said the econony had inproved significantly and
that Mal aysia was the best perform ng market in Asia.
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