11/ 04/ 2000
Police will act against illegal rally, says DPM

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Police will act against those who attend rallies
whi ch do not have police permts, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d today.

He said al t hough Mal aysi a practi sed denocracy where peopl e had the right
to speak and associate with anyone, incidents sonetinmes occurred which
viol ated the | aw

"Sometinmes in practising this freedom incidents happen where passions
run hi gh and people forget (thenselves) and in this situation actions take
pl ace that violate | aws.

"Thi s should not happen and surely police will take firmaction not
because they are angry but because of actions outside the |aw "

Abdul | ah, who is also Home M nister, was speaking to reporters after
delivering a keynote address at the opening of "The Software Policy Sunmt
2000" neeting at a hotel here. He was asked about plans by Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal to hold a rally on Saturday. Abdull ah expressed hope the rally
woul d not take place as a |l arge gathering needed a police pernmt according
to procedure.

"But if they still want to continue with other intentions and if there
is an altercation, that is not good.

"That is not good for society because when there is an altercation
i nvol ving many people, it turns into ariot. Riots are not wanted by
anybody as they bring loss and ruin rather than benefit," he said.

On his advice to nmenbers of the public with regard to the gathering, he
said: "Wy attend? Wiy | ook for trouble?"

Yesterday, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said he had
heard that Keadil an planned to hold a denonstration on Saturday to
"renmenber sonet hi ng”.

He said he saw a trend towards use of force by the OQpposition inits
political activities after being asked to corment on the all eged assaul t
of two Unmo grassroots | eaders by Qpposition supporters in Tenerloh on
Fri day.
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