27/ 11/ 2000
Pol i ci es hel ped prevent bankruptcies

Bakar; Elizabeth John; Sharanjit Singh; Nel son Fernandez
JITRA, Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today the
Gover nnent had hel ped t he Chi nese busi ness community by i npl ementi ng
econom ¢ recovery progranmes so they woul d not go bankrupt.

The Prime M nister said he believed many Chi nese busi nessnmen woul d have
gone bankrupt had t he Gover nnent not hel ped t hemduring the recession
before the 1999 general el ection

However, he was di sappointed with the way certain groups had acted
despite the Governnent's efforts to hel p the Chi nese.

"Before the (last) general election, we hel ped the Chinese a |ot. But
this is what we get inreturn," he told reporters after visiting flood-hit
areas and evacuation centres in the Kubang Pasu.

About 1,838 residents in the district were evacuated because of the
fl oods.

Dr Mahat hir was asked on reports that the Chinese educati on novenent was
supporting the Qpposition in the Lunas State by-election, polling for
which is on Wdnesday.

He terned certain groups as extrem sts for continuing to harp on the
Vi si on School s issue.

He said these groups wanted to i sol ate the Chi nese fromother races and
wer e t aki ng advantage of the Lunas by-election to get what they wanted.

However, Dr Mahat hir believed that the Chi nese | eaders woul d be able to
address the issue.

"I think they (Chinese | eaders) can tackle the i ssue, but there are sone
Chi nese who want to take advantage of this."

He sai d the Chi nese community shoul d be grateful for the generosity of
t he Governnent in assisting many Chi nese busi nessnen when ti nmes were bad.

On certai n Chinese groups backing the Opposition, Dr Mahathir said it
was not wong for themto support the OQpposition, but if they did, they
shoul d not expect the Governnment to fulfil their needs in the future.

"If they rally behind the Qpposition, in future if they want anything,

t hey shoul d ask the Qpposition, not us."

On the Opposition's claimthat it was Umo whi ch was responsi ble for the
May 13 1969 tragedy, Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president said: "Howis
that? It is they who are playing racial issue, not us.

"They sel ect candi date based on race ... they do not want to sel ect an
I ndi an candi dat e because t he Mal ays who support themw || not support an
I ndi an. "
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