19/ 06/ 2000
Political | eaders welcone PM s statenment

Azran Aziz

KUANTAN, Sun. - Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob said Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad' s statement on the possibility of a non-Mlay becom ng
the Prime Mnister in the future was to spark off a new thinki ng anong the
Mal ays and non- Mal ays.

"It is a far-sighted viewto rem nd everyone that such a situation can
beconme a reality if Ml aysians fromthe vari ous et hni c backgrounds
conti nue pronoting peace and harnony and trust each other nore," he said.

Adnan said be believed that Dr Mahathir had brought up the idea to test
the actual level of unity prevailing in the country.

"I'f the Mal ays feel that one of them should continue to be the Prine
M ni ster, the comrunity has to be strong and nust get the support of the
non- Mal ays.

"Simlarly, the non-Mal ays nust show they are concerned with the welfare
of the Malays in order for one of themto take over the post," he said
after opening the 11th annual neeting of the State Governnment Wrkers Co-
operative.

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Muhammad Muhammad Tai b said the statenment by
the Prime Mnister should serve as a warning to all Ml ays on the
consequences of their conpl acency.

"I feel that this rem nder shoul d be taken into account by the Ml ays.
Don't wait until it is too |late before we ask oursel ves why and bl ane
ot her people," said Mihammad after attending a Maulidur Rasul cel ebration
organi sed by the Jal an Raja Bot chapter of the Malay Petty Traders
Associ ati on.

He said the statement should be interpreted as a rem nder on the
readi ness of the Malays to continue | eading the country.

"The Prime Mnister's remnder is to ensure that the Malay | eadership at
all levels are aware and try to find ways to maintain their strength, to
al ways be rel evant and discharge their duties well," he said.

He urged the Malays to learn fromthe devel oped races of the world.

"They do not sit under the protection of their “nothers' - they go forth
and engage in all sorts of endeavours to achieve dom nance ... that is the
race which we want to emul ate,” said Mihanmad.

Parti Gerakan Rakyat Ml aysia vice-president Dr S. Vijayaratnamsaid Dr
Mahathir's view that any Ml aysi ans may one day becone Prine Mnister is
wel comed and hi ghly appreci at ed.

He said it denonstrates his noderate nature and broad m nded attitude,
whi ch nmust be admired and adopted by all WMl aysi ans.

"W hope he will continue to guide our country in this direction. It is
al so very much in tune with the non-racial ideol ogy adopted by Gerakan."

However, he said, it nmust be accepted that this political philosophy nay
take time to be received by everyone.

"I't nust be allowed to evolve and be assimlated by all races w thout
conmpul si on," he added.

Uni ted Pasok Mormogun Kadazandusun Organi sation (Upko) president Tan Sr
Bernard Donpok said he agreed with Dr Mahathir's statenent that there will
come a day when the Prinme Mnister need not necessarily be a Ml ay.

"I think what the Prime Mnister said is a | ogical sequence and
conclusion of a Malaysian race in future.

"Atime will cone when a non-Malay will becone Prine Mnister, as |ong
as the person has the support of the majority," he said.
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