20/ 06/ 2000

“"Political reality cannot be ignored

| POH, Mon. - Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali said today
political reality must be taken into account if a non-Mlay is nom nated
to become the Prine Mnister of the country.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had only stated
the possibility of a non-Mal ay | eading the country in the future because
the Federal Constitution was silent on the matter.

"The Constitution is the suprene | aw of the | and and we have to uphold
it. However, traditions and culture nust be taken into account."

He said this after opening a dial ogue and forumon the role of the
private sector in curbing corruption.

"You cannot take the Constitution and interpret it without referring to
t he background, traditions and culture of a country.

"W do not want our country to follow others," he said.

I n Kangar, Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin said the Ml ays
shoul d view Dr Mahathir's statenent as a reninder on the inportance for
themto remain united.

He said the statenent reflected the reality of the country's denbcratic
practi ces where anyone who had the support of the people m ght becone a
| eader.

"But the reality of the present geo-political systemnmay not enable this
to happen yet as it has been accepted throughout the 43 years of
i ndependence that a Prine M nister nust cone fromthe major party of the
ruling coalition.”

Muhyi ddi n was speaking to reporters after attending a neeting with Umo
menbers at Dewan Resi densi today.

He said the Mal ays should be "jolted" by the fact that if they were to
split under different political affiliations, the consequence would be the
|l oss of the ability to | ead the country.

"There are no two ways about it; the Ml ays nust stay under one banner,
that is Umo, in order to remain as the strongest political force in the
country."

Muhyi ddi n sai d anot her way a non- Mal ay m ght one day becone Prine
Mnister was if the country's social structure had been fully integrated.

"When this is going to happen is another question. It may be 10, 50 or
even 100 years."
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