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PM Resignation not the best way

Ahmad A. Talib; Cheah Chor Sooi in Canbridge

EXPECTI NG a Cabi net minister toresign every tinme an issue affecting his
m ni stry surfaces nmay not necessarily be the best way to solve the
problem Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d.

The Prime M nister said those directly guilty of the wongdoi ng should
be t he ones nmade accountabl e as this would be nore fair. The | aw shoul d be
applied on those actually guilty of the offence, he said.

Dr Mahathir said this during an interactive session with participants of
the "Malaysiain the NewM I | enni umt' conference organi sed by t he Canbri dge
Uni versity Mal aysia Society at the Lady Mtchell Hall, University of
Canbri dge.

A student had asked why Cabi net ministers were not made responsible for
the i nefficiencies of departnments under themand cited Transport M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik as an exanpl e foll ow ng the crackdown on
"flying |licences".

Dr Mahat hir sai d maki ng m ni sters pay for the wongdoi ngs of others
woul d not be correct, especially when the guilty ones were all owed to go
free.

During the 40-m nute di al ogue, Dr Mahat hir took several questions
ranging fromthe rule of law, the quality of English anong students and
Mal aysi ans in general, his continued criticismof Pas for the opposition
party's politicking to his retirenment plans, an issue he had dealt with
many tines before.

The Prine M nister said he had wanted to retire at the end of 1998 j ust
after the Conmonweal th Ganes but was forced to stay on to ensure a
recovery of the econony follow ng the 1997 crisis.

"Every time soneone asked me to step down, a lot nore insisted that |
shoul d stay,” Dr Mahathir said to appl ause fromthe audi ence.

The exchanges between the students and the Prine Mnister were lively
and drew a | ot of attention.

Asked for his views on this at a Press conference | ater, Dr Mahathir
sai d he wel coned al | questions as they enabl ed hi mto address m sgi vi ngs
and mi sconcepti ons.

For instance, the Prime M nister explained the clains by former Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mthat he was poi soned wi th arsenic,
a claimwhich was | ater proven to be fal se.

"But some peopl e believed the claimeven after it was proven to be fal se
and basel ess, " he said.

A student al so commented that there appeared to be a tendency for sone
peopl e to bl ane everything on the Governnent.

"I amsure sone people will blanme the Governnment if it rains during the
Formula One in Sepang |ater this nonth," the student said.

In his response which was greeted with appl ause, Dr Mahat hir sai d:
"Well, we will nmake sure we get the best bonoh to drive the rain away."

( END)
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