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Poor show by mal es

Abdul Razak Ahmad

PETALI NG JAYA, Fri. - Royal Professor Ungku Abdul Aziz feels that there is
sonet hi ng very wong wi th Mal ay nen where academi c performance is

concer ned.

This is because Malay nales are far behind their femal e counterparts in
this field.

Ungku Aziz said that if the trend holds, Malay men will be wi ped out in
terms of occupati onal representation by the next decade.

"Once we enter a cyber-comunity, we would no | onger be dependent on
physi cal strength but dexterity and thinking, and the girls have that.

"I think it's because girls have a clearer and focused will power to
succeed. G ven another 10 years, they will dom nate the civil service,
busi ness and academi a," he said today after | aunching the Nationa
Co- operati ve Organi sati on of Mal aysi a (Angkasa) Educati on Loan Fund here.

The poor performance of Mal ay students has | ong been a hotly debat ed
issue. As |ate as last nonth, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad hi nsel f had pointed out the deficiency, chiding Bun putera
students for their generally poor track record.

Dr Mahathir was quoted in a speech delivered at Universiti Sabah
Mal aysi a sayi ng that although 60 per cent of places at |ocal public
universities were taken up by Bumi puteras, their pass rate was stil
"di sappoi nting".

Ungku Azi z sai d the question that needed an answer in determning the
poor performance of Mal ays shoul d be directed specifically towards the
mal es.

"The question is, what's wong with the Mal ay mal e?"

A wel | known academric who i s president of Angkasa, he discl osed sone
worrying figures on the performance of Mal ay mal es.

He said that 65 per cent of all Ml ay university students are fenal e,
who in turn hold the top 10 per cent in ternms of academ c performance. The
boys are mainly concentrated in the bottom10 per cent.

Ungku Azi z said that one of the probabl e causes for the poor show ng of
Mal ay students in | ocal varsities could be packed cl asses.

"ldeal ly, universities should maintain no nmore than a 10:1 rati o of
students to lecturers,” he said.

He added that sone | ecturers not only had to contend with increasing
nunbers of students but a workl oad that soneti nes reached 15-20 hours of
cl asses per week.

Ungku Azi z, however, mmintained that doing badly in studies had not hing
to do with genetic peculiarities between boys and girls.

He said it had alot to do with a lack of will.

"I't'"s the will to succeed, and in Malaysia this is al so nore pronounced
anmong t he Chi nese comunity."

Asked whet her he believed the Chi nese conmunity was al so seeingits
fermal es faring better academ cally conpared to its nal es, Ungku Azi z said
this was not so

However, he added that historically, the Chinese conunity has a cultura
tendency to favour boys over girls.

"I'f the fam |y has enough noney (to send only one child to university)
it will be given to the boy."

Ungku Azi z said the current phenonenon of poor academ c perfornance
among the Mal ays surfaced fromthe 1980s.
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