15/ 10/ 2000
Poser over Umo- Pas debate

A. Kadir Jasin

TO debate or not to debate. That is the question. Umo Youth chi ef Datuk
H shammuddi n Tun Hussein said "yes". So did his Pas counterpart, Mihfuz
Omar .

But the chief of the Pas ulama council, Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mt,
said "no", as did some Umo Menteris Besar

It seenms that even before the debate takes place - if it ever does -
there will be a prelimnary debate anong proponents and opponents of the
event.

In the grey world of partisan politics, the two sides can even cone to
t he same concl usion. N k Aziz, now fanmous for his shooting-fromthe-hip
"political fatwa", said the debate woul d not acconpli sh anyt hi ng.

The Kel antan Menteri Besar concl uded that the two debaters "are | ower-
rung | eaders who cannot nmke deci sions".

Sharing this sentinment i s Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob
He advi sed Umo Youth to call off the debate, saying it would be a waste
of tine. What vision and foresight!

It may be true, as Nk Aziz says, that the Pas Youth chief is a |l ower-
rung | eader. But in the Umo hierarchy, the Youth chief is an inportant
position. In the case of H shammuddin, he is al so a Cabi net nmenber.

Ni k Azi z' s assertion that the debate shoul d be between the presidents of
Umo (Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad) and Pas (Datuk Fadzil Noor) "as all
deci sions are made by thent nmay be true only with Pas.

In Umo, Dr Mahat hir has to contend with many demands and poi nts of view
when naki ng deci si ons. He was even chal l enged for the | eadership of the
party.

Wil e the Tok Guru (N k Azi z) is against the debate, the Tuan Guru -
Terengganu Menteri Besar Abdul Hadi Awang - is for it.

But Ni k Aziz, being N k Aziz, cannot but shoot his nouth of f as sone

politicians are apt to do. | have been saying for years that Nk Aziz is
first and forenost a politician. A street fighter at that.
An ul ama and Tok Guru woul d not so easily blane social ills on wonen,

whet her they wear the tudung or not, as he recently did. One's piousness
and fear of God does not depend on the size of one's serban (turbun) or
the | ength of one's tudung.

He had, in fact, nade a statenent contrary to Islam The religion places
t he burden of protecting wonen on nen. The Quran says: "Men are appointed
guar di ans over wonen, because of that in respect of which Al ah has nade
some of themexcel (over) others, and because nen spend their weal th.”

I't woul d appear that Ni k Azi z and ot hers who oppose the debate were
notivated by fear that its outconme may not be favourable to their
i nterests.

The final decision should be |l eft to the respective novenents. They
shoul d be given the right to decide if they want to proceed with it or to
call it off. As for Umo Youth, it has the tacit approval of party
president Dr Mahathir to proceed with the plan.
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