21/ 09/ 2000
PM Show caring side of |slam

Abdul Razak Ahrad

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad toni ght advi sed
Muslims in the country to prove to non-Miuslins that Islamis not an

i solationist religion, but one which takes into account the well-being of
ot hers.

"W want Muslins to show that they are sensitive to problens faced by
non- Muslinms and are caring,” the Prime Mnister said at a charity di nner
organi sed by the Islam c Specialist Doctors Association of Ml aysia
(I sdam).

| sdam | aunched by Dr Mahathir in Cctober |ast year, is a body which
utilises local Islamc nedical specialists in an effort to resol ve sone of
the nmany ethical dilemmas brought about by new di scoveries in the nedical
field.

Its main objective is to establish dialysis treatnment centres for poor
patients.

The di nner was to collect noney for its Tabung | hsan Sang Wra - a fund
to hel p, anbng others, needy heart and ki dney patients.

Dr Mahathir said he was happy with Isdam s efforts and was convi nced
that its menbers would not isolate thenselves fromtheir non-Mislim
counterparts.

"This (Isdam s activities) proves to all that |slamdoes not reject
charity, even to non-Mislins."

He said doctors nust realise that they had a responsibility to help al
patients, regardl ess of race or religion.

Dr Mahathir said although Mal aysia was a nulti-racial and
mul ti-religious country which could see friction anong the various groups
of people withinit, the charity work done by organi sations such as | sdam
woul d help to foster closer relations in society and contribute to keeping
t he peace.

"This would not only prove that Islamis a religion which takes into
account the problens in society but also that it does not separate
non- Musl i ms. "

Al so present were |sdam patron Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali
Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Dr Mohd Khir Toyo and | sdam president Dr M A
Si dek Nont ak

Dr Mahathir received nock cheques on behalf of |Isdamfrom severa
parties, including a RMLO, 000 donati on fromthe Sel angor Government.
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