13/ 10/ 2000
PM Debate will dispel confusion

Ranml an Sai d

PETALI NG JAYA, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said
today a debate on Mal ay rights between Umo and Pas shoul d be hel d so t hat
"the people will not be confused".

However, he said matters |i ke howthe debate shoul d be handl ed needed to
be | ooked into.

The Prinme M nister was asked to comment on t he proposed debat e next
nmont h bet ween Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk H shamrddi n Hussein and his
counterpart fromPas, Mahfuz Onar.

Al t hough bot h si des have agreed to t he debate, several senior Umo and
Pas | eaders have expressed di sagreenent, with sone describing it as a
waste of tine.

Thi s included Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Aziz Ni k Mat who said t he
debat e woul d not sol ve anyt hi ng.

He had said the only way to resol ve natters between Pas and Umo was to
hol d a debate between the two parties' top | eaders.

Asked to respond to this, Dr Mahathir said there was no need for the
matter to be debated by the parties' presidents as other people could help
to shoul der the responsibility.

Meanwhi | e, Pas deputy president Abdul Hadi Awang said i n Marang t oday
that the proposed debate shoul d proceed as pl anned.

He said it was a good nove and the di scussion could result in sone
i mportant solutions to the probl ens and confusion faced by t he Mal ays.

When asked on the Opposition using the debate to canvass for support, Dr
Mahat hir said they could try. "W can al so do the sane."

He was al so asked on the proposal by Wanita Umo that Puteri Umo be
opened to those bel ow 25 i nstead of 35 as suggested by the party's suprene
counci | .

Dr Mahathir said the matter woul d be di scussed and Umo woul d deci de on
those who are suitable

The Prime M nister was al so asked on the Governnent's banni ng of video
ar cades and whet her t he deci si on woul d be reconsi dered fol | owi ng appeal s
from operators.

"Before nmaki ng a decision, the matter will be debated t horoughly by the
Gover nnent .

"Al though | was not in the country when the Cabi net chaired by Datuk
Dol I ah (Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ) made t he
decision, we will stick by it."

On the People's Progressive Party's demand for it to be given seats to
contest in the next general election, Dr Mahathir said he would study the
request.

On the decision by British Airways to suspend its services to Kual a
Lunmpur fromLondon fromApril 1 next year, Dr Mahathir said he was not
informed of this while he was in Britain.

The airline is resorting to this due to | osses of about RW2 million a
year for the past six years.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked on the possibility of Anerican investnments in
Mal aysi a seeing a decrease due to better incentives offered by
nei ghbouring countri es.

He replied that Malaysia had to maintain its conpetitiveness.

On whet her this would I ead to additional incentives being offered, Dr
Mahat hir said requests fromAmerican i nvestors woul d be studied to



deternmi ne those that coul d be net.
( END)
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