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Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
appeal ed to extreni sts anong the Mal ays and Chi nese to stop fanning racial
sentiments as this can threaten stability.

Citing the "attacks” of Al M unah and Suqui (Mal aysi an Chi nese
Organi sations' El ection Appeals Committee) as exanples, he said these
woul d destroy the good inter-racial relations which the Governnment had
built up.

He said Suqui's approach was the sane as Al -Ma' unah's as both tried to
hurt the feelings of certain people so as to re-ignite racial sentinents.

"I'f the Chi nese newspapers which |ike to cause ni sunderstandi ngs anpng
t he noderate Chinese and sl anderous |Internet websites run by Ml ays
succeed in influencing both races, co-operation will be replaced by
confrontati on which will jeopardise stability and peace."

He said when it appeared that the Governnent |ed by the Ml ays had
becone weak and divi ded, the Chi nese extreni sts began naki ng all ki nds of
demands which hurt the feelings of the Malays. He said these were peopl e
who were not happy with inter-racial co-operation in the country.

"Their actions were not nmuch different fromthat of the comruni sts who
wanted to totally abolish the special status of the Malays in Ml aysia,"
he said in his address to the nation aired over television tonight in
conjunction with the 43rd National Day.

Al Ma'unah is a cult group whose nenbers have been charged with wagi ng
war, while Suqui had authored an el ection appeal which included a section
on Mal ay privil eges.

Dr Mahathir said the Mal ays had been split since the anti-Governnment
campai gn began to use religion to incite hatred. He said such hatred
caused themto becone irrational and to ignore the danger of their plans.

"This is what happened when the Al -M' unah planned to topple the
Gover nnent through an armed revol ution.”

He said the attenpt failed but if the hate campai gn continued, al ongside
the misinterpretation of religion, there could be another nassive attenpt.
Dr Mahathir said fanning feelings of hatred against others in order to

gai n support for oneself was |like playing with fire.

He said if the canpai gn continued, Ml aysia would becone |ike some
devel opi ng countri es which have never enjoyed peace and which relied on
former colonial masters for everything.

"Political differences between parties in a denocracy shoul d not reach
such a level . "

He said because political differences had cone between them unity had
al nost been destroyed and today, they were weak because of the erosion of
Mal ay support for the Governnent.

The Prime Mnister also regretted that there were Ml aysi ans, nany of
whom were Mal ays and Muslins, who were not grateful that the country had
recovered fromthe economic crisis with its sovereignty intact.

"They have forgotten Allah's promise that the ungrateful wll not
recei ve bl essings and the punishnment of God will be very painful," he
sai d.

He warned Mal aysi ans not to assunme that they will always be able to live
luxuriously, freely and with respect.

"That is a false belief,"” he said, reiterating his oft-repeated reninder
that the West had not lost interest in its anmbition to col onise other



countri es.

He sai d Mal aysi ans had becone so confident of their status and ability
that they find it hard to believe they mnmight be col oni sed again.

Dr Mahathir said foreign non-governnental organisations have got openly
involved in the internal affairs of a nation, and Western powers had
claimed the right to interfere directly in matters such as hunman rights
and the ruling system

"They only allow liberal denocracy,"” he said, adding that they now al so
want to abolish national econom c boundari es.

He said if the Government surrendered the econony, its efforts to bring
about bal anced econom ¢ devel opnent woul d cone to an end.

"The special rights of the Malays will be abolished."

He said Mal aysia had defeated their attenpt this time around but this
did not nean that they would not try again

The Government was not interested in the praise of foreigners, he said,
and it would continue to rule by |egal and denocratic principles.

"W will fight the misuse of religion, which along with defamation, have
become a means to incite hatred and to fish for votes. W will uphold the
purity of Islamby spreading true |slamc teachings.

"W will fight attenpts to cause racial riots through extrene demands.
W will protect the rights of all races as enshrined in the Federa
Constitution.

"W will not bowto foreigners, their agencies and their nedia, however
much the pressure on us and our country," he said.

( END)
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