14/ 06/ 2000

PM No need for tribunal to investigate CJ's conduct

PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad says the critici smover
al I eged m sbehavi our by Chi ef Justice Tun Mohd Eusoff Chin coul d be
politically nmotivated and bl own out of proportion.

"I think there is a political agenda behind this, anill intentionto
put the Governnent and t he judge at | ogger heads, so that when the judge is
angered, they hope the judge will nake a decision detrinental to the
Government, " he told newsnmen after returning home froma one-week worKking
visit to Japan in Subang yesterday.

Dr Mahat hir was asked to comment on a Mal aysi an Bar Council proposal to
set up a tribunal or Royal Conmissiontoinvestigate Eusoff's conduct
follow ng all egations against himover a holiday trip to New Zeal and in
1994.

Pi ctures of Eusoff with | awer Datuk V.K Linggam said to have been
taken during that holiday, were posted on the Internet and Mnister in the
Prine Mnister's Departnment Datuk Rais Yati mwas asked to comment about it
during an intervieww th Australian nmedi a.

Dr Mahathir said he does not see a need to set up a tribunal to
i nvestigate Eusoff's conduct, particularly if theintentionistostrip
the Chief Justice of his post.

The Prime Mnister said there are procedures under existing | aws and
constitutions that need to be adhered to with regard to the terni nation of
service of a judge.

"I don't know whet her the proposed tribunal follows the procedures of
the existing aws or constitutions,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir al so chided the Bar Council for coming up with the proposal,
saying that they are the ones who criticise the Government when a judge
was asked to resign.

"Previously when the Governnment took actionto terninate the service of
a Chief Justice, the Bar Council was opposed to the deci si on. Now they
seemto be on the Governnent's side to chanpion for a tribunal to
i nvestigate the conduct of the Chief Justice.

"Whi | e some peopl e accused that the Government did not give freedomto
t he judges, they (the Bar Council) seemwanting to dictate the freedom of
the judges," he said.

( END)
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