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PM It doesn't matter what other people think of ne

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said it
did not matter what posterity thought of himas |ong as he was satisfied
that he had served the people well.

He said in a televised interview tonight that he did not nm nd what
Mal aysi ans thought of himas there would al ways be some who supported him
and sorme who did not.

"That is what history is all about. Sonme will praise and others will
denounce," he told Grace Chen, TVBS Asia's anchorwonan, in an interview
whi ch was recorded in Putrajaya in the mddle of |ast nonth.

"I do not really mind what they think of ne. What | consider inportant
i s whether |I have served themwell or not. Even if they do not
acknow edge, it does not matter because by the tinme you retire ..
eventually you will die. Wiat difference does it make what peopl e think of

you?"

Asked if he had any regrets during his 18 years in office, Dr Mahathir
said: "No, no regrets. | may have nade sone nistakes. For exanple, | have
encouraged the steel industry in this country. | have allowed extrem smto

show itself in this country. These are sone of the m stakes | have nade."

Chen said some articles in Wstern countries criticised the idea of
Mal aysi a | ncor porated as bei ng one of corruption and nepoti smand asked
how wel |l it had hel ped to devel op the econony and downpl ay raci al
di f f erences.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia | ncorporated was based on the idea that both
the Governnent and the private sector had a stake in the country and that
what ever each did would affect the nation.

"There is no reason why we cannot work together. Wien you work together
you get to know people. W don't favour anyone. But if they (the private
sector) have a good proposition, we cannot say that because we know you,
therefore, we cannot give it to you. It is all based on the proposition.

"But Western countries like to criticise this because they cannot
under stand why a backward country |i ke Ml aysia can devel op and they woul d
like to have a piece of this country,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said when there was privatisation of an entity, foreigners
liked to own it 100 per cent.

"Here we don't allow 100 per cent but 30 per cent equity. This makes
them very unhappy because they want to take over everything, own
everything, mnt noney and take noney out of the country. W, on the other
hand, have to think of the country, develop the country, nmake things to
sell to the world."

Dr Mahathir was al so asked if someone of Chinese descent coul d becone
the Prime Mnister in the near future. He said it was possible if the
person got the support of all the comuniti es.

"At the nmonent, | doubt if there is anyone who will get the support, but
over the years when eventually identification of race will be | ess, when
all the races are evenly bal anced, when everybody is able to get a piece
of the wealth of this country and there are no nore racial feelings, at
that stage a person of Chinese descent can becone PM

"The feelings of race are still very strong. The Chinese still feel very
Chi nese. The Mal ays, of course, feel that they are Mal ays and not just
anybody. The Indians al so feel the sane.

"So the racial feelings are still very strong in Ml aysi a al though they



are prepared to work together to live in harnmony with each other. But to
accept a leader fromthe Chinese conmunity which is a mnority community
in Malaysia, it is not yet possible,” he said.

Chen asked Dr Mahathir to define former Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim s case in the light of his (Dr Mahathir's) many years of
political service

The Prime Mnister said it was one of the cases that involved gover nnent
| eaders and that in the past such | eaders had been charged in court and
sent enced.

"One of themwas sentenced to death. In this country, any |eader who
breaks the | aw nust accept that he has to face the consequences. In the
case of Anwar, it is the sane as any ot her governnment |eader in the
country. We take this as sonething normal."

Asked what his phil osophy of |eadership was, given he was the | ongest-
serving el ected | eader in Asia, he said as a | eader he nust understand he
was responsible for the country and peopl e.

"Not for myself. | nust not think of personal gain as being inportant at
all. | would Iike to see while | amin office that changes for the better
take place. For that | know | have to work very hard."

Chen al so asked how Mal aysi a woul d conpete with the four Tigers of Asia
- Hong Kong, Taiwan, South Korea and Si ngapore - and what advantage the
country had.

Dr Mahathir replied Malaysia had a very big project in the 15km by 60km
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor where new |l aws, practices and i nfrastructure
wer e bei ng i mpl enent ed.

( END)
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