03/ 10/ 2000

Preferential treatnment for overseas Kenari buyers

L. Louis
INJune this year, | proudly ordered the Kenari Gxi. The list price was
RMVB8, 455.

When on June 14, Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad | aunched
this latest addition to the growing |list of Mal aysian cars, | was

justifiably happy.

My happi ness, though, was marred by a small matter of an i ncrease of
RML, 267 -the list price was now RVMB9, 722 wi t hout so nuch as a "by your
| eave" to those of us who had signed up earlier. The reason was that the
car now had sports rins fitted toit.

| didn't want to qui bble and joi ned the many who paid nore for the
privilege of having sports rins.

But the very same peopl e who were honi ng the | ooks of the car seemed to
have fallen down on the safety aspect.

My new Kenari did not have safety belts for the back seats. | decided to
have themfitted nmysel f. The cost of a set of belts, | was informed, was
only RML8S.

| thought that this was a small price to pay to ensure the safety of ny
| oved ones, especially since they would nowbe travellinginacar fitted
with sports rins.

The next shocker cane when | was told that the Kenari was not suited to
the fitting of the back-seat safety belts.

Modi fi cati ons woul d cost nme anot her RML, 000 or nore.

Al'l the above | faced with my usual equanimty. The final stinker
t hough, was | earning that the export nodel of the same Kenari cane fitted
wi th standard back-seat belts

This is an unnecessary egg in the face of |ocal buyers who have
supported the growth of Perodua. Why do we not get the sane fittings as
the foreign buyers? Wiy isn't our safety of equal inportance? And does
Per odua gi ve two hoots for the Governnent's road safety drive?

O is it a case of kera di hutan di susukan, anak sendiri mati kel aparan?
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