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Prepare for the new informtion age, says King

Rosi han Zai n

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Mal aysians nust ensure that the country is not
destroyed by the waves of nodernisation brought by the Internet,

gl obal i sati on and ot her devel opnents, the Yang di - Pertuan Agong Sul tan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah sai d tonight.

"Not everything brought by devel opnent is good, and we nmust be wise in
sel ecting what is good for us,"” he said in his official birthday address
over Radi o and Tel evi si on Mal aysi a.

The King said the country was now entering a newera of a world filled
with information.

He said the rich countries had nade their econonies wealthy by expertly
exploiting information. Wile a country's econony was once driven by
i ndustrial devel opment, in the era of globalisation, the West had taken
advant age of the Internet for its own gains.

"I'n the future, information technol ogy devel opnent, especially the
Internet, will drive e-conmmerce in Asia, including Mlaysia," he said.
"The people nust thus prepare thenselves with all skills and know edge
related to IT."

"If we fail to nmake early preparations, Malaysia will be |left behind.
hope the people will take urgent steps to becone a highly IT society so
that we are nore conpetitive, efficient and productive."

On the k-econony planned by the Governnent to ensure the society adopted
a culture of know edge enrichnment, he said such a policy would spur the
nation's devel opnent.

Mal aysi ans must heed the | esson of the financial crisis which plagued
the region from1997 till last year, he said. They nust not be content
with the current stable econony but nust strive to ensure the country was
safe fromforeign threats.

He urged the people to be industrious and disciplined as this would
drive the nation to excellence in all fields.

Expressi ng his happiness that his birthday was being cel ebrated at a
ti me when the econony was showi ng a strong recovery, he said: "Wth such
growt h, the nation and our people no | onger have to suffer difficulties as
in 1998 and the previous year.

"The country has proven that the econom c and financi al neasures we took
were wi se and correct. Now, Malaysia is not just praised, but is also a
nmodel nation.”

He said Ml aysia could be proud that it had overcone the worst financi al
crisis inits history w thout outside assistance.

The peopl e must be grateful for having a responsi bl e governnment, which
was able and efficient in addressing their problens.

The King said he was happy the people showed their maturity during the
financial crisis and naintai ned peace and security.

"I am happy to see that at the height of the crisis, the people stayed
away from negative behavi our which could disrupt unity, such as rioting
and street denonstrations,"” he added.

On the "unheal thy situation" among Mislinms which was di srupting the
unity of the unmah, he said: "As Miuslinms, we should faithfully followthe
teachi ngs of |slamwhich expects its followers to be united, work together
and not insult or slander each other. The slander culture has caused
confusion, and can hinder the devel opment and strength of Muslins ."

He urged Muslimintellectuals to find a solution to the current



confusion by providing an accurate picture of Islam He al so wanted
Muslinms to be united and to work together.

He said the people should be grateful for all that God had given but
they nmust realise that devel opnent and progress needed careful and smart
pl anni ng by a governnment chosen by the people.

Therefore the people should continue giving their support and
cooperation to the Governnent, and should maintain peace and stability in
the country.

He said a progressive and prosperous nation did not mean the people
shoul d practise negative culture like rioting, loitering and breaking the
| aw.

"Such negative behaviour will hinder the Governnment's efforts to make
this nation progressive and stable. An unstable country will not be able
to attract foreign investors and tourists. Qur people will |lose out in
terns of job opportunities and better incone."

He said the people nust strive to preserve the good nane of the country.
He prai sed the Governnent under the | eadership of Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad for its ability and efficiency in facing nunerous

chal | enges the past two years.

"Di spl ayi ng courage, fairness, assertiveness, responsibility and
sensitivity to the rakyat, the Governnment has not only brought the country
to recover to the pre-financial crisis days, but also raised us in the
eyes of the world.

"Mal aysia, due to its brave stand and outl ook on international issues,
is respected today."

He hoped the Governnent, led by the Prime Mnister, would continue to
gui de the country with a spirit that was deterni ned, dynam c and effi ci ent
to bring Mal aysia to higher |evels of excellence in the new millennium
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