30/ 01/ 2000

Presenting an opportunity for change

EDUCATI ONI STS who are unhappy with our overly examoriented education
system see the appoi ntment of the new Education Mnister as a great
opportunity for change

Former NUTP president Gurnam Si ngh, describes Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s nove to appoi nt Senator Tan Sri Dr Musa Mohamad to
t he Cabi net post as a brilliant one.

@ur nam says Musa woul d have a nuch freer hand to introduce education
policies that are in the best interest of the nation as he would not be as
susceptible to the sort of pressures that politicians are normally exposed
to.

"This is a very good opportunity for us to overhaul the education system
because we have a non-politician as Mnister of Education. He will do what
he thinks is right because he doesn't have to worry about his constituents
or what people will say.

"There's nothing |ike having soneone who has experience in education."
Gur nam who has studi ed the educati on systens of many countries during his
tenure as Education International's chief co-ordinator for the Asia-

Paci fic region, says our examoriented systemis putting too nmuch pressure
on children and taking all the fun out of I earning.

"There is so nuch pressure and so nany books. In nmy tinme there were only
a few books. Was ny education in any way inferior? | don't think so."

Anmbi ti ous Ml aysi an parents, he adds, are equally to blanme for exerting
too nuch pressure on their children to excel academnically.

"W used to have so many ganmes. W had so rmuch fun playing football in
the rain. Nowadays children don't have tine to play. They don't get to
grow up naturally. At the nost, they get to watch TV or play a few
conput er ganes.

"Are parents happy with the way our children grow up? Are our children
happy? Do our children enjoy education? |I'msure they are not enjoying
it."

Uni versiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia | ecturer and psychiatrist Dr Rose Peng
says sonet hing has to be done to nake educati on enjoyabl e because chil dren
| earn nore when they are having fun in class.

"We find children refusing to go to school because it's such a
battlefield for them It's not fun anynore. Children actually |learn nore
when they are having fun."

Thi s over-enphasi s on acadeni ¢ achi evenent has also led to the
unfortunat e tendency anong Ml aysi ans, says Peng, to |abel individuals who
do not performwell academically, as failures.

"Too much enphasis on acadenics takes away the pride of a | ot of people.
It makes themfeel they are losers all their lives just because they are
not good academi cal |l y.

| NSTEAD of putting them down for being weak in academ cs, we should help
themfind out what they are good at, and encourage themto excel in those
areas, adds Peng.

"And until and unl ess the education systemis changed to recogni se and
hel p such individuals to achieve their full potential, the country will
continue to lose out on all the talent that they can contribute to
soci ety.

"They coul d be good technically or artistically. Those talents should
have been nurtured froman early age so the child knows what he is good



at .

"W need to appreciate what the child can do instead of putting hi mdown
for what he is not good at.

"Peopl e have this inpression that colleges that cater to the devel opnent
of artistic and creative skills are for dropouts. That's why we | ose out
on a lot of creative people.”

Peng adds that our education system s over-enphasis on academ c
achi evenent al so retards the devel opnent of our young as wel | -rounded,
creative, happy and socially well-adjusted human bei ngs.

"Qur education system produces achievers yes, but no soul. They can't
appreciate thensel ves. Do we want to culture such a society?"

Peng expresses the hope that we will l[earn fromthe exanpl es of
devel oped countries that have changed the orientation of their education
systenms from bei ng exam based to achi evenent - based.

"“Many countries have learnt fromtheir m stakes. For exanple, the United
Ki ngdom Australia and the United States are not examoriented. They are
achi evenent - ori ent ed.

"I'n these countries, it is not so nuch teachers teaching but teachers
hel pi ng students to learn

"They recogni se the right of individuals to be different. It neans
encouragi ng students to go into a field they are nost confortable with and
bei ng proud about their achievenents in that field."
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