31/ 01/ 2000

“Unseen hands preventing anendnent of Labour O di nance'

KUCHI NG Sun. - The Ml aysi an Trades Uni on Congress today cl ai med t hat
"unseen hands" in the private sector were using their econom ¢ and
political influences to prevent the Sarawak Governnent from anmendi ng the
Sar awak Labour Ordi nance 1959.

MTUC presi dent Senator Datuk Zainal Ranpak, who nade the claim appeal ed
to those involved to be "good corporate citizens" and open-m nded as
workers in the State had suffered | ong enough.

"Both the Federal and Sarawak CGovernnents nust work harder to resol ve
this | ong-standi ng i ssue of incorporating various features of the
Enpl oyment Act (as used in the peninsula) into the Labour O dinance, which
is outdated," Zainal said when opening the MTUC (Sarawak) office at Jal an
Tun Ahnad Zai di Adruce here. A nmajor drawback of the Labour Ordinance is
that it only covers manual workers.

The Ordi nance too is silent on nmany things such as retrenchnent benefits
and | eave.

Zai nal said the MIUC had been fighting to get the O dinance anended for
many years and it "will fight till the end" so that workers in the State
could enjoy the sane benefits like their counterparts in the peninsula.

He added that he had brought the matter up in the Dewan Negara on many
occasions and recently rem nded Hunan Resources M ni ster Datuk Dr Fong
Chan Onn of it.

Zainal also |anented that both | abour probl ens and i ssues invol ving
i ndustrial relations were at present handl ed by the Sarawak Labour
Depart ment .

"We are going to urge Fong to create a separate departnment for |abour
and anot her for industrial relations Iike in the peninsula.

"The nation's econony is picking up... | amsure there will be a boomin
the econony, and as such there will be a lot of trade disputes in the
State in the future," he said.

On the proposed m ni num basic salary of RML, 200 for all classes of
wor kers both in the private and public sectors, Zainal said he | ooked
forward to a positive response fromPrine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mbhamad soon
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