16/ 06/ 2000
Pride of the nation
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A 17-year Mal aysian notoring dreamis coming to fruition follow ng the

| aunch of the Proton Waja GX. Al nbst two decades after the national car
made its debut, the unveiling of the Waja is the cul mi nation of Perusahaan
O onobi | Nasional's (Proton) desire to produce a Mal aysi an-nade i nvention
Cone Septenber, the Proton Wagja GX will hit the road in two engine
variants - 1.6 litre fromMtsubishi and the 1.8-litre fromRenaul t.

Havi ng been given a preview of the new nodel at an el aborate | aunch
cerenpny in early May this year, buyers' appetite for this |atest offering
fromthe national car nmaker has been whetted. Mass production is expected
to start soon and the cars begin to roll off the Proton production line at
its plant in Puchong by the third quarter of this year. Motorists will be
able to judge whether this nmotoring dreamof producing a truly nationa
car at a cost of RML billion (bn) has been a worthwhile investment.

The car was appropriately |launched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad, the nman credited with putting the country's autonotive
blueprint into reality. The launching, marking an historic mlestone in
the national car project, cones four years after Dr Mahathir had
chal | enged Proton into comi ng out with a Ml aysi an-desi gned car. Equally
important, the |aunch sees Proton noving a vital step forward inits
attenpt at not overly depending on foreign partners, notably Mtsubish
Motors Corp and France's PSA Peugeot Citroen.

Dr Mahathir said Proton's success in penetrating certain sectors of the
wor |l d market, including the devel oped nations, was proof of Mlaysia's
capability in mastering autonotive technology. Critics m ght argue that
strong Government support was the nmain reason for Proton's success, but
this was not so in the overseas market. This nmeans that Proton cars are
worl d class and neet international standards.

O the Waja, Dr Mahathir had this to say: "W have introduced a car
desi gned and i nvented by our own people.’

Except for the powertrain - the engine and rel ated conponents such as
gear-box - the Waj a boasts of 95% ocal content. The car has a totally new
pl atf orm (under body structure and chassis) devel oped by | ocal engineers, a
result of Proton's involvenent in the conpetitive notor industry over the
years. This is unlike the existing Proton nodels such as the Satria, Wra
and Perdana whi ch "borrowed" platfornms fromM tsubishi. Another nodel, the
Tiara, uses the platformfromCi troen. Proton is gradually weaning its
dependence on its foreign partners for the powertrain and this is expected
to be addressed within the next 24-nonths.

Atotal of 1.7 million engineering man-hours was spent to develop the
car which is a commendabl e feat for Proton's engi neers who have never had
to produce a car fromthe ground up. During a nedia preview before the
| aunch, Proton's chief executive officer, Tengku Datuk Mahal eel Tengku
Arief said that it has given the conpany a new ability to design a product
froman idea into reality, an inportant asset for any car conpany.

“If before sonmeone were to cone asking us to design sonething from
scratch, we woul d have had to decline because we did not have the ability,
but nowit is a different matter. Shoul d sonmeone cone and ask us to design
a notorcycle, for exanple, we can confidently say that we can do it as
long as they are willing to pay for it.'

In producing the Waja, Proton has set high goals for itself by using
popul ar nodel s from establi shed manufacturers as a benchmark. They



designed the car to nmeet or match criterion set out by the Audi A4,

Peugeot 406, Honda Accord and Opel Vectra, each of which are class | eaders
in quality, confort, road-handling and ergononi cs. Tengku Mahal eel said
that the end product had exceeded the criterion set by the conpetitors and
resulted in a well-rounded car that coul d bal ance between confort and

r oad- handl i ng.

"We also listened to our custormers and know that two of the biggest
conpl ai nts about Proton cars are problens with the power wi ndows and its
body, which is perceived to be weak. Qur designers cane up with a new
power w ndow system which is designed as a nodul e whi ch has exceeded the
qual ity standards set by us, which is twice the |evel for our current
wi ndow system Qur body rigidity and stiffness exceeds nost European
nodel s, even those in larger classes so the custoners will see a
difference in the feel of the car.'

The car will be built at the conmpany's small/nmedi um vol une plant, the
nost advanced plant of its type in the region, which allows engineers to
track each car inreal time as it is assenbled. Proton plans to build
bet ween 30, 000 and 60, 000 units of the car a year using a new nodul ar
approach which allows a significant reduction inthetine it takes to
desi gn and assenbl e the car

The Waj a engine will be sourced from M tsubishi Mtors of Japan for the
petrol units while the 1.9 diesel engine will be Renault's npbst advanced
i njection engine. The debut of the Waja al so marked Proton's new corporate
logo - a stylised gold tiger head, which is inspired by the two tigers
that carry Mal aysia's coat of arns.

Price? Conpeting against the |ikes of Audi A4, Honda Accord, Peugeot 406
and Opel Vectra, the Waja may be priced between RM60, 000 and RMVBO, 000.

The cheaper price is possible with | ocal designing and sourcing of al nost
all conponents from about 20 vendors, who worked with Proton engineers in
desi gni ng the conponents. It is available for bookings from August and
woul d be on domestic and foreign roads from Sept enber.

Wiy is the Waja inportant? Proton will nore than justify its nearly RML
bn investment to produce this country's first locally designed car with a
forei gn exchange outflow saving of RMA00 mllion (m) and up to RVA50 m
fromexport. Tengku Mahal eel said the RMA00 nmm forex savi ng was possi bl e
by m nimsing contents of inported conponents under the new car's | oca
desi gni ng and sourci ng programe. The progranmme also allowed Proton to
make a forex exchange i nflow of as nuch as RMA50 nmm t hrough exports.
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