26/ 10/ 2000

Prime M nister wishes all Hi ndus a Happy Deepaval i

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Wshing all H ndus a Happy Deepavali, the Prine
M ni ster sai d today Mal aysi ans shoul d conti nue to cherish the country's
peace and stability as this would ensure the nation's continued growt h.

"Unli ke sonme ot her countries, we Mal aysi ans, irrespective of whether we
belong to the majority or mnority communities, are free to practi se our
own religions and cul tures w thout fear.

"This is one of the pleasures we, as fortunate Ml aysi ans, enjoy," Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad said in his Deepaval i address to the nation.

"This year's festivities will be the first inthe newnillenniumand |
amconfident they will be cel ebrated on a grander scale in view of the
nation's stability and econonic recovery.

"Tonorrow ( Deepaval i day), Ml aysians fromall wal ks of life will once
again prove their ability tolive in peace and harnony, respecting each
other's religious beliefs.

"W have worked hard to achi eve this harnony since i ndependence and t he
results are evident today with the nation's devel opnent and stability.

"W have |l earnt fromour nistakes in the past, especially the 1969
racial riots. W shoul d work towards ensuring such incidents do not recur.

"We shoul d use this auspici ous day as an opportunity to continue
traditions, |ike hosting open houses and visiting each other, to ensure
continued peace and harnmony."
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