23/ 05/ 2000

Prime M nister expresses regret over the attenpted coup in Fiji

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad today regretted the
attenpted coup in Fiji, saying it was bound to have happened as there was
great econom c disparity anong the people.

"W are very sorry these things happen, although we nust say that we
expected sonething like this to happen,” the Prine Mnister told reporters
after opening el ectronics conpany MEC s deal ers convention here.

He sai d such episodes would continue to take place unless there was a
strong programe invol ving distribution of the island' s econonic wealth
anong i ndi genous Fiji ans.

"I't is much nore difficult in Fiji because the disparity is very great
and unless there is a very strong progranme for the bum puteras of Fiji,
so that they will feel that they are sharing the wealth of the country,
this thing will happen over and over again," Dr Mahathir added.
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