24/ 03/ 2000

Printer applies for stay in Mrzan's suit for RML50m

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Star Papyrus Printing Sdn Bhd has applied for a
stay of proceedings in respect of businessman Mrzan Mahat hir's RML50
mllion libel suit against it.

Counsel Gurneet Kaur Sidhu who is representing Star Papyrus, made the
appl i cation pending an appeal to the Court of Appeal against H gh Court
Judge Datuk Dr. R K Nathan's decision in ordering that they furnish
further details of their defence in the case

Nat han had on March 7 di sm ssed an appeal by Star Papyrus against a
Seni or Assi stant Registrar's decision ordering that they furnish further
det ail s.

Nat han today fixed April 17 to hear the application.

M rzan, group executive chairman of Konsortium Perkapal an Berhad, is
suing Star Papyrus over an Asian Wall Street Journal article entitled
"Mahathir's Eldest Son Limts Anbitions", that was witten by G Bruce
Knecht. The article in question was front-paged on Jan 4 | ast year. Star
Papyrus is a subsidiary of Star Publications Berhad.

In his statement of claim Mrzan said that a paragraph in the article
inmplied that he had built his business enmpire as a willing beneficiary of
nepotism favouritismand privilege and not on his own ability.

He said his reputation was seriously damaged and brought into public
odi um scandal and contenpt.

Inits defence, Star Papyrus denied it published or authorised the
publication of the journal

Gurnreet and Bhag Singh represented Star Papyrus while S. Ashokvijay
appeared for Mrzan.
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